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E: LT muſt be more than 4n ordina- 


79 provocation than can temps 
we Mar to write in an Age over- 
= xn with Scriblers, as Egypt was 
> with Flies and Locuſts : That wor 
> Permin of ſmall Authors has gi- 
+ wen the World ſuch a Surfett , 

» that inſtead of deſiring to Write, 

> a Man would be mere inclin'd to 

s wiſh, for his own eaſe, that be 
> could not Read ; but there are ſome 
= things which do ſo raiſeour pajſuons, 


*u 
Y 


& that our Reaſon can make uo Re> 
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The Preface. 
fijtarces and when Madmen, in Þ 
two Extreams, ſhall agree to make | 
common ſenſe Treaſon, and joyn Y 
to fix an ill Chara&er upoz the on- | 
ly Men in the Nation who deſerve KF. 
a good one; I ammo longer Maſter 
of ny better Reſolution to let the C B 
World alone, and muſt break looſe *? 
from my more reaſonable Thoughts, 
fo expoſe theſe falſe Coyners, who 
would make their Copper Wares paſo 
pon us for good Payment. 
Amongſt all the " I of Diþ 
Jention, there has been none more 
powerful in all Times, than t be 
fixing Names upon one another of * 
Contymely and-Reproach, and the 
reaſon is plain, in reſpe# of the WF / 
People, who tho' generally they are lt 
uncapable of making a Syllogiſm | - 
or forming an Argument, yet they © 
earn prowounce 4 word: and that "i 
ſerves their turn. to throw -it with © 
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JT their dull malice at the Flead of 
4 thoſe they d' not like 5 ſuch things 
FF ever begin in Jeſt, and end in 
# Blood, and the ſame word which at 
; b-- ferſt makes the C oMmpany merry, 
= grows in time to a Military Sig+ 
= 7a) to cut one anoth ers Throats. 
= T7h-/e Miſtakes are to be lament- 
= ed, the not eafily cured”, being 
= /ritable exough to the corrupted 
* Nature of Mankind; but tis hard, 
that Men- will not only invent ill 
F Names, but they will wreſs and 
= irrterpret good one: 3 ſo afraid 
= ſome are epen of a reconcilirg ſound, 
= tat they raiſe anither noiſe to keep 
= 7 from being heard, leſt it ſhould 
= ſet up and encourage a dangerous 
= ſortof Men, who prefer Peace and 
= Agreement, before Violence. and 
=] Confuſion, « 
= PMWereit notfor:this, why, after 
TY we have played the Fool with throws 
A. rp we. 
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ing Whig and Tory at one auo- F 
ther, as *Boys do Snow-Balls , do |. 
we grow angry at new aName,which FF 
by its true fignification might do 4s 
much to put ws into our Wits, s | 
the other has done t» put us out of . 
them 2 | F 7 
This innocent word Trimmer 
feenifies no more than this, That if 
en are together in a Boat, and. YF 
one part of theCompany would weigh * 
it dawn on one ſide, another would 
make make it lean as much to the 
contrary 3 it happens there is a third 
Opinion of thoſe, who conceive it 
would do as well, if th: Boat w-ut |. 
even , without endangering the i. 
Paſſengers ;, now 'tis hard to ima- F- 
gin by what Figure in Language, W 
or by what Rule «n Senſe this Fl 
comes to be a fault, and it is much {| 
more a wonder it ſhould be thought | 
a Hereſp. 4 
But 


The Preface. 6: 
But ſo it happens, that the por 
Trimmer has now all the Fowder 
ſpent upon him alone, while the 
Whig zs a forgotten, or at leaſt g 
neglefed Enemy; thereis no danger 
now to the StateCif ſome Men may 
be believed) but from theBeaſt called 
a Trimmer, take heed of kim, he 
is the Inſtrument that muſt d ſtroy 
Church and State; 4 new kind of 
Monſter, whoſe deformity is ſo 
expos d , that , were it a true 
PiFure that is made of him, it 
would be enough to fright C bildren, 
aud make Women miſcarry at the 
fſrebt of it. R | 
But it may be worth the exa- 
mining, whether he is ſuch a Be aff 
as he is Painted, I am not of 
that Opinion, and am ſo far from 
_ thinking him an Infidel either in 
Church or State, that I am nez- 
ther afraid to expoſe the Articles 
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of his Faith in Relation io Go- 
vernment, nor to fay that I prefer 
' them before any other Political 
Creed, that cither our angry Di- 
Vines , or our refined States»11en 
would impoſe upon us. 


T1 hace therefore in the followe *F 


——_— 


ing Diſcourſe endearonr'd to ex- 


plain the Trimmer's Prixciples 
and Opinions, and then leave it to 
all diſcerning and impartial Judges, 
whether he can with Juſtice - be ſo 
Arraigen'd, and whether thoſe who 
deliberately pervert a good Name, 
do not very juſtly deſerve the worſt 
that can be put upon themſelves, 


THE 
Trimmer's Opinion: 
OF-THE 


LAWS. 


F- AND ; 
| GOVERNMENT. | 


Ur Trimmer, as: he has a great 
Veneration for Laws in general, 
{o he has. more particular for our 

Cwn, he looks upon them as the Chains 

that fye up.our unruly Paſſions, which 

| elſe, like wild. Beaſts let looſe; would 
| reduce the world into its firſt State of 

Barbariſm and Hoſtility ; > the good 

things we enjoy, we owe to them 5 and. '' 

A.5 41 3 
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 allthe ill things we are freed from is 
by their Protection. 

God himſelf thought .it not enough 
to be a Creator, without being. Law- 
giver, and his goodneſs had bzen de- 
. tetive towards mankind in making 
them, if he had not preſcribed Rules to 
make them happy too. 

All Laws flow from that of Nature, 
and where that 1s not the Foundation, 
they _ be legally impos'd, but they 
will be lamely obeyed : By this Nature 
1s not meant that which Fools and 
Madmen miſquote to juſtify their Ex- 
cefles ; it is innocent and uncorrupted 
Nature, that which diſpoſes Men to 
chuſe YVertue, without its being pre- 
{cribd , and which is ſo far- from 
mſpiring ill thoughts into us, that we 
take Poms to ſuppreſs the good ones it 
infules. 


The Civilized World has ever paid a 


willing ſubje&tion to Laws, even Con- 
querors have done homage to them 3 
as the Romans,who tookPatterns of good 
Laws, even from thoſe they had fub- 
dued ; and at the ſame time that they 
Triumph'd over .an enſlay'd People, 
the very Laws of that place did not on- 


ly remain ſafe, but became Y1Rorious 3 
their 


of a Trimmer: 3 
their new: Maſters, - inftead of. ſuppre[- 
ſing them, paid them more reſpect o 
they: had from thoſe who firſt made 
them : and by this wiſe method they ax: 
rived to ſuch an admirable Conftitu- 
tion of Laws, that * to this. day they 
Reign 'by them ; the Excellency of 
them Triumphs ſtill, . arfd; the World 
pays now an acknowledgment of their 
obedience to that Mighty Empare ; 
though ſo many Ages after: it 1s diſc 
ſolved 3 and by a later inſtance, the. 
Kings of France, who, in | practice uſe 
their Laws pretty familiarly, yet think 
their Piureis drawn with moſt advany 
tage upon their Seals, when they are 
placed in the Seat of Juſtice ; and tho' 
the Hieroglyphick is not there of {a 
much uſe to the People as they would 
with, yet it ſhews that no Prince is. {vo 
Great, -as not to think. fit, for his own: 
Credit at leaſt, to. give an outward, 
when he refuſes a real worſhip to the. 
Laws. | 
They are to mankind that which theSun * 
is to Plants, whilſt it cheriſhes and -pre- 
ſerves em.Where they have their force & 
arenot clouded or ſuppreft, every thing 
{miles and flouriſhes 3 but where they 
are darkened, and not ſuffered to ſhine 
out; 


; 
+ 
if 
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The CharaFer 
ont; it makes every thing to wither 
and'decay. | 
--+They . +008 Men not only againſt'one 
another, bur againſt themſelves too ; 
they are a Sanuary to which the 
Crown' has occaſion to refort as often 
as the People, fo that it is an Intereſt 
as well as a Duty to preſerve them. 
*Fhere would be no end of making a 


 Panegyrick of Laws; let it be enough 


to add, that without Laws the World 
would become a Wilderneſs, and Men 
little leſs than. Beaſts ; but with all this, 
the beſt things may come to be the 
worlſt, if they are not in- good hands; 
and if it be true that the wiſelt Men ge- 
nerally make theLaws, it 1s as true,that 
the ſtrongeſt do often Interpret them : 
and as Rivers belong as much to the 
Channel where they run, as to the 
yrng trom whence they firſt -rife, ſo 
the-Laws depend: as mauch upon the 
Pipes thro” which they are to pats, as up- 
on the Fountain from whence they: flow. 
The Authority of a King who 1s Head 
of the Law, as well as the Dignity of 
Publick juſtice, is debaſed, when the 


clear ſtream of the Law is puddled and 


diſturbed by Bunglers, or convey:d by. 
unclean Inftruments to the People. A 
| ur. 


” 
- ſs wield =. 
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of a Primmer. 5 
Our Trimmer would have them ap- 
pear in their full luſtre, and would bo 
rieved to {ce the day; when, in{teadof 
peaking with Authority from the Seats 
of Juftice; they-ſhould ſpeak out of a 
Grate, with «. lamenting voice like Pri- 
ſoners that defire to be reſcu'd. 
He wiſhes that the Bench may-havea. 
Natural as well as a Legal Superiority 
to the Bar ;| he thinks Mens abilities 


WW very much miſplac'd, when the Reaſon 


of him that pleads is viſibly too ſtrong 
for thoſe who Judge and” give Sentence. 
- When | thoſe from the Bar ſeem to 
dictate to -their Superiours upon the 
Bench,: their Furrs will look ſcurvily 
about-them , and the reſpe& of the 
World will leave the bare Charadter of a 
Jadge, to follow the. Eflential know- 
ledge:'of a Lawyer, who may be.greater- 
in himſelf, - than the other can be: with 
all this Trappings. 

An unconteſted Superiority 1n any 
Galling, will have the better of any. di- 


{ftin& Name that Authority can put up-- 


on it, and therefore if ever ſuch an un- 
natural Method ſhould be introduc'd, 
it is then that Weſtminſter-Hall might be 


{aid to ſtand upon its Head, and though ; 


Juſtice it. {elf can never be ſo, yet the 


-—_ 
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Adminiſtration of 1t would be rendered: 
Ridiculous, > 11 FAC? 

A Judge has ſuch power lodg'd: in 
him,that the King will never be thought 
to have choſen well; where the voice of 
Mankind has not before-hand recon» 
mended the Man to his Station 3; when 
Men are made Judges of . what they do 
not underſtand, the World cenſures 
ſach a Choice, not out of ill-will to the 
Men, - but fear to themſelves. 

If the King had the ſole power of 
chufing Phyficians, Men would tremblg 
- toſee Buneglers preferred, yet the neceſ- 
ſity of taking; Phyſick from a Door, is 
generally not ſo great as that of reciev- 
mg Juſtice from a Judge ; and-yer: the 
Inferences will be very ſevere in ſuch 
caſes, for either it will be thought that 
fach Men bought what they were not 
able to deſerve, or which is as bad, that 
Obedience ſhall be look d upon as a 
better pages in a Judge, than 
Skill or Integrity, when ſuch facred 
things as the Laws are not only touch d, 
but guided by prophane hands; Men 
will fear that out of the Tree of the 
Law, from whence we expect Shade 
and Shelter, ſuch Workmen will make 
Cudgels to beat us with, or rather i 
they 
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they will turn the Cannon upon; our 
Properties, that were intrulted with 
them for their Defence. pl cmnke 
- Fo ſee the Laws Mangled, Diſguiſed, 
Speak quite another Language than their 
own , to' ſee them thrown from the 
Dignity of- protecting Mankind, to the 
ditgraceful Office of dettroying themz 
and, notwithſtanding their Innocence 


m themfelves,, to be made the worſt | 


Inſtruments that the moſt refined Vy- 
lany can make uſe of , will raiſe Mens 
Anger above the power of laying it 
down again, and tempt them to follow: 
the Evil Examples given them of Judg- 
ing without Hearing, when fo ——_ 
ed by their defire of Revenge. Qur 
Trimmer therefore,as he thinks theLaws 
are Jewels, ſo he believes they are no 
becter ſet, than in the conſtirution of 
our-Engl;/þ Government, if rightly un= 
derftood, and carefully preſerved.- 

It would be:too great Partiality to 
fay they areperfec& or liable to no Qb- 
jection ; ſuch things are not of this 
world; but if they have more Excellen» 
cies and fewer Faults than any other we 
know, 1t isenough to recommend them, - 
to our Eſteem. 


The I 
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"The; Diſpute, which is a. greater 
Beauty, 'a' Monarchy or. a Commaoiy- 
wealth, has laſted long between their 
contending Lovers, and (- they have 
behav'd themſelves {o like Lovers, who 
in good Manners muit be out of their 
Wits,) who uſed ſuch Figures to.exalt 
their own Idols on eirher fide,..and ſuch 
angry Aggravations, to reproach one 
another im the Conteſt; that moderate 
men have in all times {mil'd upon this 
eagerneſs, and ' thought it differ'd very 
little from a downright Frenzy : we 
in Ezgland, by a happy uſe of the Con- 
troverfie, conclude them both in the 
wrong, and reje&t them from being.our 
Pattern, not taking the words in the 
utmoſt extent, which 1s a thing, that 
Monarchy; leaves men no Liberty. ., 
and a Common-wealth ſuch a. one, as 
allows them no Quiet. 

We think that. a wiſe Mean, between 
theſe barbarous Extreams, is that 
which ſelf-Preſervation ought to diate 
to our Wiſhes; and we may. ſay. we 
have attained-to this Mean in a: greater 
meaſure, than any Nation now in being, 
wr-perhaps.any we have read of;- tho 
never {o much Celebrated. for. the.wiſ-' 
dom or Felicity of their CE ; 

e. 


of a Trunmer. 9 
We take from one the too great power 
of doing hurt, and yet leave enough to 
govern and prote& us ; we take from 
the other, the Confuſion, the- Parity, 
the Animolities, and the Licenſe, and 
yet reſervea due care of fuch a Liberty, 
as may conſiſt with Mens Allegiance ; 
but it-being hard, it not impoſhble, to _* 
be exatly every, our Government has 7 
much the ſtronger Brafs towards Mo= 7 
narchy, "vhich by the general Conſent 
and Prattice of Mankind, ſeems to have - 
the Advantage in diſpute againſt 'a 
Commonwealth : The Rules.of a Come 
monwealth are too hard for the Bulk 
of Mankind to come up to; that Form: 
of Government requires ſuch a ſpirit ta 
carry it on, as dos not dwell in great 
Numbers, but is reſtrained to ſo very 
few, 'eſpecially in this Age, that let 
the Methods appear never ſo much-rea- 
ſonably in Paper , they muſt fail an. 
Pra&ice, which will-ever be ſuired more 
to Mens Nature as it is., than. as..1t 
ſhould be. 

Monarchy 1s lik'd by the People, for 
the Bells and the Tinſel, the outward 
Pomp and Gilding, and there muſt be 
milk for Baves, ſince the greateſt part 
of Mankind are, and ever wall be ny 

e 
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dedin that Liſt ; and it is appcor'd by: 


wiſe and thinking Men, ( all Circum- 
ſtances and Objections 1mpartially con- 
fderd) that it has fo great an advan- 
tage above all other Forms, when the 
Adminiſtration of that Power falls in 
good hands; that all other Governments 
look out of Countenance, when they 
are ſet in Competition with it. Lycurgres 
might have (av'd himſelf the trouble 
of making laws, if either he had been 
Immortal, or that he could have ſecur'd 
to Poſterity , a ſucceeding Race of 
Princes like himſelf; his own Example 
was a better Law, than he conld with 
all his skill tell how to make; ſuch a 
Prince1s a Living Law, that diftates to 
his ſubje&ts, whole thoughts in that caſe 
never riſe above their Obedience, the 
Confidence they have in the Vertue and 
Knowledge of the maſter, preventing 
the Scruples and Apprehenſions to 
which Men are naturally inclind, m 
relation to thoſe that govern them 3 
ſuch a Magiſtrate is the Life and Soul 
of * Juſtice, whereas the Law is but a 
Body and-a dead one too, without his 
mfuenceto giveit warmth and vigour, 
and by the irreſiſtible Power of his Ver - 
tue, he do's fo reconcile Dominion and. 


- 


Allegiance, 


bay 
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Allegiance, that all diſputes between 
them are {ilenced and ſubdued ,:; and 
indeed no Monarchy can be Perfect 
and Abſolute. without exception, bur: 
where the Prince 1s Superior by his Ver- 
tue, as well as by his Chara&er and his 
Power ; fo that to {ſcrew out Preſidents 
and unlimited Power, isa plain diminu- 
tion to a Prince that , Nature has made 
Great, and, who had” better make him-; 
ſelf a glorious Example to Poſterity; 
than borrow an Authority from Dark 
Records, raiſed out of the Grave, 
which belides their Non-ufage, have al- 
ways in them matter of Controverie. 
and Debate, and it may be affirmed, 
that the inftances are very rare of 
Princes having tne worſt in tae diſpute 
with their People, it they wereEminent 
for Juſtice in time of Peace, or Conduct; 
in time .of War, ſuch advantage the 
Crown giveth to thoſe wao adorn it by: 
their own Perſonal Vertues. 

But fince for the greatet Honcur of 
Good and Wile Princes, and the better 
to {et off their Character by the Com- 
pariſon, Heaven has decreed theres mult, 
be a mixture, and that ſuch as are perr 
verſ&-and inſufficient, or at leaſt both, 
are perhaps to have their equal turns = 
| tne 
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the Government of the World, and be- 
ſides, that theWill of Mar: is ſo. various; 
and. ſo unbounded a thing , and* fo 
fatal too when joined with: Power -mif- 
apply'd ; it 1s no wonder if thoſe who 
are to be-governd, are unwilling to 
have ſo dangerous as well as fo uncertain 
a Standard of their Obedience. 

- There muſt be - therefore Rules and 
Laws : for want of ' which, 'or at-leaſt 
the Obſervation of them, it was as 
Capital for a Man to ſay that Nero did 
not play well upon the Lnte, as to com- 
mit Treaſon, or —_— the Gods. 
And even YVeſpaſian himſelf had like 
to have loſt his Life, for fleeping whilſt 
he-ſhould have attended and admir'd 
that Emperours Impertinence upon the 
Stage, There is a wantonnels in great 
Power that Men- are generally, too apt 
to be corrupted with, and for that Rea- 
{dn, awiſe Prince, to prevent the temp- 
tation arifins from common frailty, 
would chooſe to Govern by Rules: for 
his own Sake, as well as for his Peoples, 
fince it only ſecures him from Errors, 
and does not leflen the real Authority, 
that a good Magiſtrate would care -to 
be oolleſyd of ;- for if the- Will of a 
Prince 
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Prince:is contrary--either to Reaſon it 
ff, . or to the univerſal Opinion of his 
Subje&ts, the Law. -by a kind reſtraint 
reſcues. him. from 2a diſeaſe that would 
undo;him ; if his will on the -other fide 
1s reaſonable or well dire&ed, that Will 
ammediately becomes a Law, and he is 
arbitrary by an eaſe and natural Conſe- 
quence, without taking pains, or vver- 
turning the World for. 1t. | 
If Princes conſider Laws as things un- 
pos'd on. them, they have the appea- 
rance of Fetters of Iron, -but to ſuch as 
would makethem their choice as well 
as their practice, they are. Chains of 
Gold.; and in that reſpe& are Orna- 
ments, as in others they are a defence 
to them, and by a Compariſon, not 
1mproper for God's Vicegerents upon 
Earth; as our Maker never Commands 
our obedience to any thing, that as rea- 
{unable Creatures we ought not to make 
our own Ele@ion ; ſo a good and wiſe 
Governor, tho' all Laws -were abolifh'd, 
would by the voluntary: diretion of 
his own Reaſon, do without reſtraint 
the very ſame things that they would 
have enjoyned. F 
Our Trimmer thinks that the King 


and Kingdom ought to be one Creature, 
. not . 
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not to be ſeparated in their Political Ca- 
pacity 3 and when either of them un- 
dertake to at a-part, it is like rhe 
crawling of Worms after they are cut 
. In pieces, which cannot be a laſting 
motion, the whole Creature not ſtir= 
ring ata time. Ifthe Body hasa dead 
Palſie, the Head catinot make it move; 
and God hath not yet delegated ſuch a 
healing power to Princes, as that they 
can ina moment ſay to a Languiſhing 
People oppreſs'd and in deſpair, take 
up your beds and walk. 

The Figure of a King, is ſo compre- 
henſive and exalted a thing, that it is a 
kind of degrading him to lodge that 
power ſeparately in his own Natural 
Perſon, which can never be ſafely or na- 
turally great, but where the People are 
{o united to him as to be Fleſh of his 
Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone ; for when 
he is reduc'd to the ſingle definition -of 
a man, he ſinks into ſo low a Charadter, 
that ir 1s a temptation upon Mens Al- 
legtance, and an impairing that vene- 
ration which is neceſlary to preſerve 
, their Duty to him ;* whereas a Prince 
who 1s ſo joined to his people that they 
ſeem ro be his Limbs, rather than his 
SubjeRs, Cloathed with Mercy and 
Juſtice 
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E Juſtice rightly apply d in their ſeveral 
& places, his Throne ſupported by Love as 
= wellasby Power, and the warm wiſhes 
E of his devoted Subjedts, like never-fail= 
© ing Incenſe, ſtill aſcending towards 
> him, looks ſo like the beſt Image we 
= can frame ro our ſelves of God Al- 
- mighty,that Men would have much ado 
= not to fall down and worſhiphim, and 
” would be much more tempted to the 
E Sin of Idolatry, than to that of Diſobe- 

= dence. 
> Our Trimmer is of Opinion, that 
= there muſt be ſo much Dignity 1nſepa-- 


D 
" 


& Tably annexed to the Royal Fun&tion, 
= -aSmay be ſufficient to ſecure it from in- 
E folenceand contempt ; and there muft 


- be Condeſcenfions from the Throne, 


ION 


= like kind ſhowers from Heaven, that 
© the Prince may look ſo much the more 
z {ke God Almighty's Deputy upon 
E Earth ; for power without love hath a 
terrifying aſpe&,and the Worſhip which 
Is paid to it 1s like that which the /zd; - 
Ans give out of fear to Wild Beaſts and 

| Devils he that fears God only be- 
> cauſe there is an Hell, muſt wiſh there 
- Were no God ; and he who fears the 
| King, only becauſe he can-puniſh, muſt 
E with there were no King ; {o that with- 
"—* ouc 
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out a principle of Love, there can be * 
no true Allegiance, and there muſt re-" * 
main perpetual Seeds of Reſiſtance a- Þ} 
gainſt a power that is built upon ſuch # 
an unnatural Foundation, as that of. 
fear and terrour. All force is a kind of 7? 
foul play, and whoſoever aims at it * 
himſelf, does by implication allow it to. * 
thoſe he plays with ; ſo that there will 7 
be ever Matter prepared in the minds 

of People when they are provoked ,, * 
and the Prince, to ſecure himſelf muſt 3 
live in the midft of his own Subjetts, 
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as if he were in a Conquer d Country, *? 
raiſe Arms as if he wete immediately 
to meet or reſiſt an Invaſion, and all 
this while fleep as unquietly from the? 
fear of the Remedies, as he did before | 
from that of the Diſeaſe 3 it being hard- 2 
for him to forget, that more Princes * 
have been deſtroyed by their Guards '? 
than by their People ; and that even at 7? 
the time when the Rule was Lwod Prin, 
cipi placuit Lex eſt9 ; rhe Armies and # 
Pretorian Bands which were the Inſtru- "% 
ments of that unruly Power, were | 
frequently the means made uſe of to de= - MF 
troy them who had it. There will 
ever be this difference between God and *} 
his Vicegerents, that God is fill w_ 3 
the * 
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fend them down' again 5 And: belides 
_ that,therecan be no laſting RadicalSecu-! 
rity, bur where the Governed are ſatis- 
Fed with the Governours. It muſt be 
Za Dominion very unpleaſant toa Prince 
= Of an elevated Mind, to impoſe an 
abject and ſordid fervility, infteaÞ 
= OF receiving the willing Sacrifice. 
of Duty -and Obedience. The brav- 
= elt Princes in all times, who were 
E-uAcapable of any other kind of fear; 
E have fear'd to grieve their own People 5 
Each a fear is a glory,and in this ſenſe "tis 
Fay infamy not to - a Coward; So _ 
bn” C 
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the miſtaken Heroes who are void 6 
 this/generous kind of fear,” need no: oF 
- ther aggravation to-compleat their Ws 
Chara ers.” _ 

When a Deſpotic|Prince has bruiſed 
all his Subjets with. a (laviſh Obedis* 
-ence, all-the force he can uſe cannop 
ſubdue his -own fears, Enemies of his* * 
own Creation, to which he. can never 
- be- xeconciled, it -being; impolliible: to; # 
do injuſtice, - and not to tear Revenges® = 
there 1s no cure far- this fear, but the® * 
not deſerving to-be hurt, and. there = 


” a 
BY 


4 Prince who does - not allow wr 


vain -- remote ns of wr | 
whom he reſolves never to deſerve ill; 7 
It is very hard for a Prince to fe ear 1 
Rebellion, who neither does, -not 1 2p, f 
tends to do any thing to provoke! wy. 
therefore too great a *Uliligence  1A- 
the Governours, to raiſe and \m prone 
dangers and fears from the People, is' 


very. good Symptom, and naturally be Sy 
gets 
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gets - an inference, that they have 
_ of putting their Subje&ts Alle= 
giance to a Tryal ; agg therefore not 
without, ſome Reaſon tear before hand, 
that the Irregularities they intend, may 
raiſe Men to a Refiflance. 
- Our Jrimwer thinks it no advan- 
” . tage to a Government, to endeavour 
” <the-ſupprefling all kind of Right which 
E may remainin the Body of the People, 
E or to employ ſmall Authors init, whoſe 
* Officiouſneſs or want of Money may 
encourage them to write, tho' it 1s not 
very caſte to have Abilities equal to ſuch 
a Subject; they forget that in their. too 
high ſtrained Arguments for the Rights 
:of Princes, they very often plead againi{t 
P humaneNature, which Es te 21Ve 
& a:Biaſs to thoſe Reaſons which ſeem of 
> Her ſide; it is the People that Reads 
= thoſe Books, and 1t is the People that. 
= _ mult judge of them 3 and therefore no 
 Maxims ſhould be laid down for the 
| Right of Government, to which there 
> <candbe any Reaſonable Obje&ion ; for 
- _ the:World has an Intereſt, and for that 
= Reaſon 1s more than ordinary diſcern- 
& n&to-find our the weak fides of ſuch 
= . Arguments as are intended to do thein 
= Hurts and it isa diminution to a Go- 
4M B 2 vernment, 
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13 The Chara@Fer 
vernment to Promote or - Countenance 
fuch well affected - miſtakes which ' are 
rurned upon it with diſadvantage, 
whenever they aredetected and expos d 
2nd Naturally the too earneſt Endea- 
vours to take from Men the Right they 
have, tempt them, by the Ex- 
ample-to Claim that which they have 
nor. | 

In Power, as 1n moft other things, 
the way-for Princes to keep it, is not to 
graſp more than their Arms can well 
hold 3 the nice and unneceflary enquir- 
ing into theſe things, or the Licenſing 
ſome Books, and {uppreſlng ſome others 
without ſafficient Reaſon to Juſtifie the 
doing -either, is ſo far from being -an 
Advantage to a Government, that it 
expoſes it to the Cenſure of being Par- 
tial and to the ſuſpicion, of having 
ſome hidden deſigns to be carried on by 
theſe unuſual methods. * - - q 

When All is faid, there is a Natural 
Reaſon of State, and undefinable thing, 
grounded upon the Common Good of 
Mankind, which 1s immortal, 'and”%in 
all Changes and Revolutions, ſtill pre- 
ſerves | its- Original Right -of ſaving'a 
Nation, when the Letter-of theLaw per- 
lixps wotfld deftroy-it 3 afd- by ng 
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off a Trimmer 1.9 


| ſoever means it moves , | carrieth 2 


Power with it, that admits of no op- 
poſition, being {upporied . by Nature, 
which inſpires - an immediate conlent 
at ſome Cr itical times into every 1ndt- 
vidual Member, to that. which vilivly 
tendeth to preſervation of the whole ; 
and this. being ſo, a Wiſe Prince inftead 
of Controverting the right of this Rea- 
{on of State, will by all means endea- 
vour- it may be of his fide, -and: then he 
will be ſecure. 

Our Trimmer cannot conceive that 


He cannot take too much care to keep. 
himſelf up, for whcn aPrince is thought 
to be led by thoſe . with whom he 
ſhould onely adviſe, and that the Com- 
mands 'he,gives are tranſmitted through 
hum, and are: not of his own growth 
B' 3 the. 
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the World will look upon him as a bird: 


2dorned with Feathers that are not his 


own, or conſider him rather as an 


Engine than a living Creature ; beſides, 
*would be a Contradi&tion for a Prince 
to fear a Common-wealth, and at the 
{ame time create: one himſelf, be 'dele- 
gating ſuch a Power to any Number of 
Men near him, as is inconfiltant with 
the Figure of a Monarch: it is the worſt 
kind of Co-ordination the Crown can 
ſubmit to; for it 1s the exerciſe of 
Power that draws the. reſpe&t along 


with it, and when that is parted with, 


the bare Character of a King is not. ſuf- 
ficient to keep it up; but' tho' it 1s a 


diminution to a Prince, to parcel] out 


{o liberally his Power amongſt his Fa-. 
vourites, it's worſe to divide with any 
other Man, and to bring himſelf in 
Competition with a fingle Rival ;- a 
Partner in Government 1s fo unnatural 
a thing, that it is a {quint-ey'd Alleg- 
ance that muſt be paid to ſuch a double. 
bottom d Monarchy. The two Czars of 
AAaſcovy are an Example that the more 
civiliz'd part of the World will not be 
roud to follow, whatſoever Gloſs may 
e put upon this method, by thoſe to 
whom it may beof ſome uſe, the rnd 


- 


In 
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wilt do well toremember,and refle&tup=-- 
on the -Story of certainMen who had ſet 
up a.Statue in Honour of the - Sun, yet 
ina very litle time they turned their 
backs to the Sun, and-their Faces to the 
Statue. | 

Theſe Myſtical Unions are better 
placd in the other World; than they: 
are-in- this, and we ſhall have- much 
ado to find, that in a Monarchy Gods 
Vicegerency is delegated to more. Heads 
than that which is annointed. 

Princes may Tend ſome of their Light 
to make another- ſhine, but they . muſt 
ſtill preſerve the ſuperiority of -being 
the brighter Planet, and when it hap- 
pens that the Reverfion is in Mens Eyes, 
there 1s more care neceſlary to keep up 
the Dignity. of Poſſeflions, that Men 
may not forget who is King, either out 
of their hopes or fears who ſhall be. 
If the Sun fhou'd part with all his Light 
to any of the Stars, the /ndians would 
not know where to find their God, after 
he had fo depoſed himſelf, and . would 
make the Light (wherever it went ) the 
bay i of their Worſhip. 

H Utfurpation is alike upon So- 
veraignty, its no matter from what 
hand it coms ; ' and Crowned Heads 

Bi; arg. 
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.are to be the more Circumſpe&, in reſ- 
#pect Mens thoughts are naturally apr 
to ramble. beyond what is preſent, they 
love to work at a diſtance, and m their 
greedy Expectations 3. which their 
minds may be f{l'd with of a new Ma- 
{ter, the old one may. be left to look a 
Iittle our of Countenance. 2 
Our Trimmer owns a Paſſion for 
liberty, yet ſo reſtrained, that it does 
not in. the leaſt impair or taint his Alle- 
giance, he thinks it hard. for a Soul 
that does not love Liberty, ever to raiſe 
it ſelf co another World he takes it tv 
be the foundation of all: vertue, and the 
only ſeaſoning that. gives a reliſh 'to 
life; and tho' the lazineſs of a laviſh 


{aubjection, has its Charms for the. 


more.grols and earthly part of Mankind, 
yet to men made of a better ſort of 
Clay,all that the World can.give without 
Liberty has no- taſte; it 1s true, n5- 
thing 1s. ſold ſo cheap by unthinking 
-men, but that does no more leflen the 
real value of it, than a Country Fellows 
Tenorance does that of a Diamond, in 
{elling it for a Pot of Ale, Liberty ,is 
the Miitreſs of Mankind, ſhe has power- 
ful Charms which do ſo dazzle us, thar 
we find Beauties in her which .perhaps 
ar 


| 


| 
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are not there, 'as we do in other Mi- 
ſtreſſes; yet if ſhe was not a Beauty, 
the World would not run mad for her ; 
therefore ſince. the reaſonable defire' of 
of it ought ; not to. be reftrain'd, and 
that even. the unreaſonable defire of it 
cannot be intirely ſuppreſs'd, thoſe who 
would take it away from a People pol- 


ſeſled of it, are likely to fail in the at- _ 
tempting, - or. be very  unquiet 1n. the * 


keeping of 1t.. - | 
, Our Trimmer admires our. bleſled 
Conftitutions, in which Dominion and 


Liberty are fo well reconciled ; it gives | 
to the Prince. the glorious Power : of 


Commanding. Free-men , and to the 
Subject ., the ſatifation of ſeeing the 
Power ſo lodged, as that their Liberties 
areſecure ; 1t dos not allow the Crown 
ſuch a_Ruining Power , as that no 
graſs cangrow where ee 1t treads, bur. 
a..Cheriſhing and Protecting Power ; 
fuch a one as hath a grim Aſpect only to. 
the .oftending Subjects, but is the Joy. 
and the Pride of all .the good ones ; 
their own intereſt being ſo bound up 
In it, as to engage them. to defend and 


ſupport it; aud tho in ſome inſtances the. 


King 1s reſtraurd yer nothing in the Go- 
Vernment can move without him 3 our 
Bs Laws: 


23 : 
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Eaws make a diftin&tion between Vaſ- 
falage and Obedience; between devour- 


ing Prerogatives, and a Licentious un-. 
governable. Freedom : and as of all the. 


Orders of Building, the Compoſite is.. 


the beſt, ſo ours. by a happy mixture 
and. a- wile. choice of what is beft in 
others,is brought into. aForm that 1s our 
Felicity who live under it,and the envy 
of our Neighbour that cannot imitate it. 
The Crown has power ſufficient - to 
rote& our Liberties. The People have 
© much Liberty as is neceflary to make 
them uſeful to the Crown. 


Our Government is in a juſt propor-.. 


tion , no Tympany, no unnatural (ſwel- 


ling either of Power. or Ejberty | and. 


whereas 1n all overgrown Monar 


mes, _ 


Reaſon, Learning, and Enquiry are- 


hangd in Effgy for Mutineers.; here 


they are ponranes and cheriſhed as . 


the ſureſt. Friends to a Government 


eftabliſh'd upon the Foundation of Law 


_ and Juſtice When all is done, thoſe who }. 
' look fer Per fe&ion in tlis World, ma 
look as the. Jews have for their J42/i-" 


@s,. and. therefore our 77immer- 1s not 
ſo unreaſonably Partial as to free our 
Governments ;. and_ from all. objecti- 
ons , no doubt there have been fatal 
Igftances ot its Sickneſs, and more _ 
[9 
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that, of its Mortality, for ſometime. 
tho' by a Miracle, tt hath been reviv d 
again : byt rill we have another race of 
Mankind , in all Conſtitutions, that 
are bounded, there will ever be ſame 
matter of Strife, and Contention, and 
rather than want pretenſions, Mens. 
Paſſions and Interefts will raiſe them. 
from the moſt inconſiderable Cauſes. 
© Our Government is ike our Climate, . 
there are Winds which are ſometimes 
loud and unquiet, and yet with all the 
Trouble they give us, we owe great 
part of our Health unto” them, they 
Clear the Air, which elſe would be like - ' 
a ſtanding Pool, and inſtead of Refreſh- 
ment would be a Diſeaſe unto us. | 

There may befreſh Gales of aflerting-. 
Liberty ,, without turning into ſuch 
{torms. of Hurricane, as. that the State 
ſhould run any., hazard. of. being Caſt 
away by them ; theſe ftruglings which 
are natural to all mixed Governments, 
while: they are kept from growing - 
in Convulfgons,. do by a mutual agita- 
tion from the ſeveral parts, rather ſup- 
port and ſtrengthen, than weaken or 
maim the Conftitutipn ; and the whole 
frame, inflead of beitig torn or diſjoint- - 
ed, comes to be the better and cloſer. 
knit. 
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knit by being thus exerciſed ; but what. 
eyer faults our Government may have, 


or a_.diſcerning Critick may find in it, 
when he looks upon it alone ;. let any, 
other be ſet againſt it, and then it ſhews 


its Comparative Beauty ; let us Iook' 


ypon the moſt glittering . outhde of un- 
bounded Anthority, and upon a nearer 
enquiry, we ſhall find nothing but poor 
and' miſerable deformity within ; let 
us imagine a Prince living 1n his King- 
dom, as if ina.great Gally, his Subjects 
tugging at the Oar, laden with Chains, 


and reduced to real Rags,that they may. 


gain him imaginary Lawrels; let us 
Repreſent him gazing among his Flitter- 
ers, and receiving their falſe Worſhip , 
like. a Child never Contradicted, and 
therefore always Cozend : or like a 


Lady.complemented only to be abuſed, 


condemned never to hear Truth, and. 
conſequently never to do Juſtice, wal- 
lowing mn the ſoft Bed'of wanton and 


unbridled Greatneſs, nor leſs odious to 


the Inftrements* themſelves, than, to 


the ObjeRts of his Tyranny ; blown up. 


into an Ambitious Droply , never *to 


be. ſatisfied by the: Conqueit of other 


People, or by the Oppreffion of his. 


6% z by aiming to be more than a Man, 


ne. 
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he.falls lower than the meaneſt of 'em, a. 
miſtaken Creature, ſwelled with Pane- 
gyricks, & flattered our of his Senſes,and. 
not only an Incumbrance, but a Nuifance 
to Mankind, a hardened and unrelent- 

ing Soul, and like ſome Creatures that 
grow fat with Poiſons, he grows great. 
by othee Mens Miſeries; an Ambi- 

tious. Ape of the Divine Greatneſs, an. 
unruly. Gyant.. that would ſtorm even. 
Heavenit ſelf, but that his. ſcaling Lad- 
ders are not long enough ; in ſhort, a. 
Wild and devouring Creature. in rich 


_ Trappings, and with all his Pride no. 


more than a Whip in God Almighty s. 
hand, to be thrown into the Fire when 
the World has been ſufficiently ſcourged 
with it : This PiQure laid in right Co-. 
lours would not incite-Men to wiſh for 
ſuch a Government, but rather to ac- 
knowledge the. happineſs. of our own, 
under which we enjoy all the Priviledge 
Reaſonable Men «can deſire, and avoid 
all the Miſeries many others are ſubje& 
too; ſo that out Trimmer would keep. 
it with all its faults, and does as little. 
forgive thoſe. who give. the. occaſion of 
breaking it, as he does thoſe that take 
; "Ri, 
Our Trimmer js a Friend to Parlia-- 

> ; *.... *_- men 


F Is 
ments, notwithſtanding all their faults; -- 
and exceſſes, which of late have given - 
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ſuch matter of Obje&ion to them; he 
thinks that tho' they may at ſometimes 
be troubleſome. to Authority, yet they, 


add the greateſt ſtrength to it under a. 


wiſe Adminiſtration; he believes no Go- 
vernment is perfe& except a kind ofOm- 
nipotence:refide 1n-it, to exerciſed-upon 
great Occaſions : Now this cannot be 
obtained by. force alone upon People, 
let it be never ſo great,. there mutt be 
their conſent too, or elſe a Nation. 
moves only by being driven,a ſluggiſh 8 
conſtrained Motion, void of-that Life 
and Vigour which is neceflary to pro - 


duce great things, whereas the virtual... 


Conſent of the whole being included in 
their Repreſentatives , and the King gi- 


ving the ſan&ion to the united ſenſe cf 
the People, every A& done by ſuch an_ 
Authority, ſeems to be an effe&t of © 


their choice as well as a. part of their 


Duty ; and they do with an eagernels, 


ofwhichMen are uncapable whiltt under 
a force, execute whatioever is ſo enjoyn- 
ed as their own. Wills, better explained 
by Parliament, rather than from the 
terrour of 1c urring the Penalty of the 


Eaw. for omiting it, and by means of: 


thas.. 


| 
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this Political Omnipotence, what ever 
Sap orJuice there is in a Nation, may Fe 
to the laſt Yrop be produc'd, whillt it 
riſes naturally from the Root; whereas 
all power exercis'd without conſent, is 


like the giving Wounds and. Gaſhes, : 


and tapping a Tree at unſeaſona- 
ble Times , for the preſent occaſion , 
which in a very- little time muſt needs 
deſtroy it. 

Our Trimmer believes, that by the ad- 
vantage of our Scituation, there can. | 
hardly any ſuch ſudden Diſeaſe come - 
upon us, but that the King may have : 
time enough left to conſult with his-. 
Phyſitians in Parliament; pretences . 
indesd may be made, but a real nece(- 
fity fo pretfing, that no delay is to be- 
admitted, 1s hardly to be imagin'd, and. 
it. will be neither eaſe to give an in- 
ſtance of any ſuch thing for the time. 
paſt, or reaſonable to preſume it will. 
ever happen for the tune to come : but 
if that itrange thing ſhould fall out, our 
Trimmer- 1s not fo itrait-lac'd, as to let- 
a. Nation 'dye, or to be ſtifled, rather 
than it ſhould be: help'd by any but the- 
proper. Officers. The Cafes themſelves 


will bring the Remedies along with. | 
them 3. and he is not afraid to allow. : 


that *? 


30 The CharaGer 
that in order to its preſervation, there 
is a hidden Power in Government , 
which would be loſt if it was.defigned, 
a certain Myſtery, by virtue-.of-which 
a Nation may at ſome Critical times be 
ſecur'd from Ruine,. but then .it muſt 
be kept as a_ Myſtery ; it is rendered 
uſeleſs when. touch'd by unskilful hands; 
and no Government ever had, or de- 
{erv'd to have that Power, which was 
{o unwary as to anticipate. their claim 
ro it : Our Trimmer cannot help think- 
ing ic had been better, 1f the Triennjal 
Act had been obſerv'd ; becauſe 'tis the 
Law-, and he would not have -the 
Crown, by ſuch an example, teach the 
Nation to break it ; all irregularity 1s 
catching, it has a Contagion in it, ef- 
pecially 1n an Age, ſo much-enclin'd to 
follow 11l Patterns than good ones. 

He would have a Parliament, be- 
cauſe tis an Eſſential part of the. Con- 
{titution, even without the Law, it be- 
ing the only Provifion in extraordinary 
Caſes, in which there would be. other- 
wiſs no Reme1ly, and there can be no 
greater Solecilin 1n Government, than 
a failure of Juſtice, 

He would have had one, becauſe no- 


F thing elſe can unite and heal us, all. 


other 
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otherMeans are meer Shifts and Projects, 
Houſes of Cards, to be blown down 
with the leaft Breath, and cannot refift 
the difficulties which are ever preſum'd 
in things of this kind ; and he would 
have had one, becauſe it might have 
done the King good, and could not poſ- 
ſibly have done him hurt, without his 
conſent, which in that Caſe is not to 
be fuppeſed, and therefore for hum to 
fear it , 1s ſo ſtrange and ſo little to be 
comprehended, that the Reaſons can 
never be preſum'd to grow in our Soyl, 
or to thrive in it when Tranſplanted 
from any other Country ; and no doubt 
there are ſuch irrefiftable Arguments 
for calling: a Parliament, and- tho it 
might be. deny'd to the unmannerly 
mutinous Petitions of men, that are 
malicious and diſaffe&ted, it will be 
granted to the ſoft and obſequious Mur- 
murs of his Majeſtys beſt Subje&ts, and 
there will be fuch Rhetcrick in their 
filent Grief, that it will at laſt prevail 
againſt the Artifices of thoſe, who ei- 
ther out of Guilt or Intereſt, are a- 
fraid to throw themſelves upon their 
Country, knowing how ſcurvily they 
have uſed it; that day of Judgmenr 
W1 
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will come, tho we know neither the 


day nor. the hour. And our Trimmer 
would liveſo as to be prepared for it, 
with full-aflurance in the mean.. time, 


that- the-lamenting+ Voice of a Nation-. 


cannot long be reſifted,and that aPrince 
who could ſo eafily forgive his People 
when they had been in the wrong, can- 


not fail to hear them when they are in. 


the right. 


— 
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on concerning the 


Proteſtant Religion. 


Elizion. has ſuch a Superiority a- 
bove other things, and that in- 
diſpenſable Influence upon all 
Mankind,' that it is as necetſary to our 
Eiving Happy in this World, as1t 1s to 

our being Sav'd in the next, without 

it Man 1s an ab2ndon'd Creature, .one 
of the worſt Beatts Nature hath pro- 


ducd, and fir only for the Society of | 
Wolves and Bears ; therefore in all A-.. 
ws ges . 


- 
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ges it has been the Foundation of Go- 
verninent : and tho falſe Gods have 


been impos'd upon the Credulous part 
of the World, yet they were Gods {til 


1m their Opinion, and the Awe and Re-. 


verence Men had to them and their Q- 
racles, kept them within bounds t o-. 
wards one another, which the- Laws. 
with all their Authority could never 
have effeted without-the' help of Re-. 
ligion ; the Laws would not be able to. 
fobdue the-perverſeneſs of Mens Wills, 
which are Wild Bzaſts, and require a 
double Chainto keep them down ; for 
this Reaſon *tis ſaid, That it is note 
fufficient ground to make War upon a 
Neighbouring State, becauſe they are of- 
another Rehlis1on, let it be never- {o 
differing; yet if they Worſhipd nor 
Acknowledg'd anyDeity at all,they may 
be Invaded as Publick Enemies 'of 
Mankind, becauſe they reje&t the only 
thing that can bind them to hve well 
with one another ; the conſideration of” 
Religion is ſo twiſted with that of Go-. 
vernment, that it is never to be ſepa-. 
rated, and tho the Foundations of it 
ought to. be Eternal and Unchangeable, 
yet the Terms and Circumſtances of 
Diſcipline, are to be ſuited to the mm 

ral. 
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ral Climates and Conſtitutions, ſo tha: 
they. may keep men. in a willing Acqui” 
eſcence unto them, without -diſcompo- 
{ing the World. by.nice diſputes, which 
can never be of equal moment with the 
publick Peace, | 
Our Religion here in Exzland ſeems 
tobe diſtinguiſhed by a pecuiar effe& of 
God Almighty's goodneſs, in permiting 
it. to: be introduc'd, or rather reſtored, 
by a more regular ' Method than the 
Circumſtances of moſt other Reformed. 
Churches would allow them to do, in 
relation to the Government 3 and - the. 
Dignity with which it has ſupported, 
it feif ſince, and ..the great Men our. 
Church hath wang 04h ep dE to re- 
commend it to theweſteem of all Pro- 
teltanis at leaſt : Our Tr12mer is very 
partial to it, for theſe Reaſons, and 
many more, and defires that it may 
preſerve its due Juriſdiction and . Au- 
thority? ſo far he is from: wiſhing it 
opprefled. by the unreaſonable and ma- 
Iicious Cavils of thoſe who take pains. 
to raiſe ObjeQ&ions againft it. 
- Fhe Queſtions will then be, how 
and by what Methods this Church ſhall, 
beit ſupport it ſelf ( the preſent Cir- 
cumftances conſider d_) in Feiation 20: 
llc 
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Diſſenters of all ſorts : I will firſt lay 
this for a ground, : That as there can be 
no true Rehgion ' without Charity, {60 
there can be no true humane prudence 
without bearing and condeſcenſfion : 
This Principle does not extend to ob+ 
lige the Church always to yield to thoſe 
who are diſpoſed to Conteſt with her, 
the expediency of doing it is to be con- 
fidered and determined according to 
the occaſion , and this leads-me to 
lay open the thoughts of our 771mmer, in 
reference, firſt, to rhe Proteſtants, and 
then to -the Popiſh-Recuſants, | 
What has lately hapned among us, 
makes an Apology neceflary for ſaying 
any thing that look s like favour to-- 
wards a-ſort of Men who has brought 
themſelves under ſuch a difadvantage. 
The late Cenſpiracy hath ſuch broad 
Symptoms of the difſaffetion of the 


whole Party, thar upon the firſt re- 


fletions, while our thoughts are warm, 
it would almoſt perſwade 'us to pur 
them out of the prote&tion of our good 
Nature, and to think that the Chriſtian 
Indulgence with our compaſſion for 
other Mens Sufferings - cannot eaſily 
deny , ſeems not only to be*forfeited 
by the 1 appearances-that are- againſt 
them, 
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them, but even becomes a Crime when 
it is ſo miſapplied ; yer for all this, up- 
on ſecond and cooler thoughts, mode- 
'rate Men will not be ſoready to involve 
44 Whole Party 1n the guilt of a few, and 
to admir inferences and Preſumptions 
to be Evidence in a Caſe, where the 
-Sentence muſt be {o heavy, as it ought 
to be agaiaft all thoſe who have a fixed 
reſolution againſt the Goverement elta- 
blſhed 2 beſfides, Men who a& by a 
Principle grounded upon Moral Ver- 
tue, can never let it be clearly extin- 
guiſhed by the moit repeatedProvocati- 
ons if a right thing agreeable to Nature 
and good. Sence taks root in the heart 
of a Man, that is impartial and unby- 
aſs'd, no outward Circumſtances can 
ever deſtroy it 3 its true, the degrees of 
a Mans Zeal for the proſecution of -it 
-may be ditfering, faults of other Men, 
the conſideration of the publick, and 
the {eaſonable Prudence by which Wiſe 
Men will ever be direted, may give 
great Allays3rhey may leflen and for a 
time perhaps ſuppreſs the. exerciſe of 
that, which in general Propoſition ma 
be reaſonable, but ftill whatever is 4 


will inevitably grow and ſpring up a- 
gain, having a Foundation in Nagurn, 
WHhIC 


Z which is never tobe deſtroy'd. 
” ; Our Trimmer therefore endeavours 


© Mankind, and for that reaſon would 
Z Fain uſe the means of reclauming ſuch of 
the Diſlenters asare:not-incurable, and 
> even bearing to a degree thoſe that are, 
- asfar as may conliſt with the 'Publick 
Intereſt and Securiry:; he is far from 
- juſtifying an affeted feparation from 
the Communion ef the Church, and 
EZ even in -thoſe that -mean well, and are 
E miſtaken; he looks upon it as a Dif- 
E—eaſc that has ſeized upon their Minds, 
= very troubleſome as well as dangerous, 
- by the Conſequence it may pro- 
E -duce : he does not go about to excuſe 
- their making it an indiſpenſable duty, 
© *to meet innumbers to {ay theirPrayers, 
© Nuch meetings may.prove miſchievous to 
the Stateat leaſt; the Laws which are 
the beit Judges, have determined that 
there 1s danger in them : he has good 
[nature enough to lament that the :per= 
verſneſs of a Part ſhould have drawn 
Rigorous Laws upon the whole Body of 
the Diflenters, but when they are once 
immade 


_- 
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-made, no private Opinion muſt ſtands, *"#F- 
m Oppoſition to them ;" if they: are.in 
themſelves reaſonable, they-are in that? 
reſpe&* to be regarded, even without: 
being enjoyned, if. by the Change: of” 
Time and Circutaftances they ſhould. | 
become leſs reaſonable than wizen they* *: 
were fir{t made,even then they are-to be! : 
obey'd too, - becauſe they-are Laws, till: 

they are mended or repfaled by the 

ſame Authority that EnacKd them. 

He has too- much defcFence to. the 
Conſtitution of our Government , to. 
with for more Prerogative Declarations' 
in favour of ſcrupulous Men, or to dif- _ 7 
pence with -Penal Laws mi ſuch * 
manner, or toſnch an end, that ſuſpe&t- MX 
ing Men might with ſome reaſon pre- | 
tend, that {fo hated a thing as Perſecu-. 
tion could never make way for it ſelf 
with any hopes of Succe(s, otherwiſe than MK 
by preparing the deluded World by a 
falſe proſpe& of Liberty and Indul- 
gence. The inward Springs and Wheels 
whereby the Engine moved, are now ſo 
fully laid open and expos'd,that it is not 
ſuppaſable that ſuch a bafled Experi- 
ment ſhould ever be tryed again, the 
effe& it had at the time, and the Spirit 
itraiſed, will not cafily be _ 

| an 
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and it may be preſum'd the remem- 
brance of it may ſecure us from any 
more attempts of thar Nature for the 
- que ; we muſt no more break a-Law 
to give Men eaſe, than we are to Riffe 
-an Houſe with a devout intention of gi- 
ving the plunder to the Poor; in this 
> caſe, our Compaſlion would be as ill di- 
E rected, as our Charity in the other. 

” - In ſhort, the veneration due to the 
Laws 'is never to 'be thrown off, let 
- the'pretences be never ſo ſpecious 3* yet 
= with all this he cannot bring himfelf 
” to think, that an extraordinary dili- 
gence to take the uttermoſt penalty of 
Laws, upon the poor offending Neue 


t/a OE, 


:  bour , is of it felf ſuch an all-fuffici- 


ent vertue, that without any thing elſe 
to recotamend Men, it ſhould Entitle 
them to all kind of Preferments and 


FF KRewards ; he would not detra& from 


the merits of thoſe who execute the 
Laws, yet he cannot think farh a piece 
of ſervice as this,can entirely change the 
Man, and either make him a better Di- 
vine, or a more knowing Magiſtrate 
than he was before, Eſpecially if it 'be 
done with a partial and unequal hand, 
in Reverence to greater and more dan- 
gerous Offenders. 


C Orr: 
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" Our Tr:zrmer would have thoſe mi- 


ftaken Men ready to throw themſelves: 


into the arms of the Church, and he 


would have thoſe arms as ready to re-= "| 


ceive them that ſhall come to us ; he 


would have no ſupercilious look to . * 


fright thoſe ſtrayed Sheep from comin 

into the. Fold again ;:- no il-natur'd 
maxims of an Eternal ſufpicion, or a 
belief.that thoſe who have once been = 
in the wrong can never be in the right } 
again 3 but a viſible preparation of mind Þ} 
to... recieye: with. joy. all the Proſelites -: 
that come amongſt us, and much great- . ? 


erjearneſtneſs to reclaim - than puniſh ? 
them.: It is to be confeſs'd,- there is a 
eac deal to forgive, ahard task enough 

r the Charity of a Church ſo provok- 
3 


: 


* 


; but that muſt not cut off all hopes 
. of being reconciled, yet if there muſt 
be ſame anger left Kill, Iet it break out 
intoa Chriſtian, Revenge, and. by being 
kmder. to the Children of :Diſobedience 
Vi they deſerve, let the injur d Church 
1:iumph;by throwing ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face upon them ; there ſhould 
not. always be.Srorms and Thunder, a 
clear Sky ' would ſometime, make the 
- Church look more like Heaven, and 


awould do more towards the __ ing | 
| thoſe 
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thoſe wanderers, than a perpetual ter- 
rour, which ſeemed to have no inter- 
" miſſion ; for there is in many, and par- 
ticularly in Engliſh Aden, a' mittaken 
pleaſure, in refitting the diftates of Ri- 
'gorous Authority ; a Stomach that riſeth 
againſt a hard impoſition, nay, in ſome, 
raiſe even a luſt in ſuffering from a 
wrong point of Honour, which does 
not want the applauſe, from the great- 
er part of Mankind ; who have not 
Tarke © to diſtinguiſh ; conſtancy will 


be thought a virtue even where it is a 
miſtake; and the 1ll Judging World 


will be apt to think that Opinion moſt 
right, which produces the greateſt num- 
ber of thoſe who are willing to ſuffer 
for it ; all this is prevented, and- falls 
to the ground, by uſing well-rimed In- 
dulgence ; and the ſtubborn Adverſary 
who values himſelf upon his reſiſtance 
whilſt he 1s 'oppreſs'd , yields inſenſi- 
bly to kind Methods, when they are ap- 
ply to him} and the ſame 'Man natu- -- 
rally melts into'' Conformity, who 
perhaps would never have been beaten 
into it, We:may be taught by the Com- 
paſſion that 'attendeth the moſt Crimi- 
nal ' Men when they are "Condemned, 
that Faults are 'much more natural 
C2 things 
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things than Puniſhments, and thatteven 
the moſt neceſſary a&s of ſeverity do 
- ſome kind of - violence to our Nature, 
whoſe Indulgence-will not-be-confined 
within the ſtrait -bounds -of - inexorable 
Juſtice;- fo that this ſhould be an Argu- 
ment for gentleneſs, beftdes that it 1s the 
-likelieft way to make theſe Men aſham'd 
of their Separation, whilſt the preſſing 
them.too hard: , tends rather to make 
them proud of 1t. | 
— Our Trimmer would have the Clergy 
ſupported -in their lawful Rights, and 
in all thePower andDignity that derong 
ro them, and yet he thinks that poſſibly 
there may. be in ſome of them a roo 
great eagernels to extend the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Juriſdi&tion ; which tho 'it may 
be well intended, yet the BrLnPg of 1t 
too high has an appearance ofAmbition 
that raiſes mens Objections to it, and 
is far unlike the Apoſtohck Zeal, 
which was quite otherwiſe employ'd, 
that the World draws inferences from 
it, which do the Church no ſervice. 

He is troubled to ſee Men of all fides 
fick of a Calenture of a miſtaken Devo- 
rion, and it ſeems to him that the de- 
veut Fire of miſtaken Charity with 
which the Primitive Chriſtians, were in- 
| fam'd, 
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flam'd, is long fince extinguiſh'd, and- 
inſtead of it a devouring Fire of Ange: 
and Perſzcution breaks out in the: 
World ; we wrangle now one with a- 
nother about Religion till the Blood 
comes, whilſt the Ten Command- 
ments have no more authority with us,. 
than if they were ſo many o blolete Laws 
or Proclamations out of date ; he thinks 
that a Nation wilt hardly be mended by 
Principles of Religion, where Morality 
is made a Hereſy ; and therefore as he 
believes Devorton miſplaced when it. 
gets int) a Conveaticle; he concludes 
that Loyalty is ſo. too , when lodg'd 
in a Drunken Club ; thoſe Vertues: de- 
ſerve a better Seat of Empire, and 
they are degraded, when ſuch Men 
und=rtake their defence, as have too 
great need of an Apology themſelves. 
Our Trimmer: wiſhes that fome 
knowledge may go along with the Zeal 
on the right fide, and thar thoſe who 
are in poſſeſſion of the Pulpit , 
would quote. at leaſt fo often the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures as they do that 
of the State ;' there are many who bor- 
row too often Arguments from the 
Government, to uſe againſt their Ad- 
verſaries ; and negle&. thoſe that are 
C 3 more. 
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more proper, and.-would be more pow- 
erful ; a Divine grows lefs, and puts 
a diminution on. his own Chara&- 
er, .wnen ne gquoteth any Law but that 
>:God Almignty, to get the better of 


thoſe who conteſt with him ; and it is- 


2 ſign of a decay d Conſtitution, when 
Nature with gocd diet cannot'.expel 


noxious Humours without calling Fo- 


reign Drugs to her Afiltance ;. So it 
looks iike want of health in a Churci),. 
when inſtead of depeiniing upon the 
power of tiat Truth wich 1t hoids, 
and the good Ezamples of them that 
teach it, to fuppert it :2:f, and to ſup- 
preſs Errors, it ſhould have a perpetu- 
al recourſe to the fecular Authority, 
and even upon the iligitelt occalions. 
Our. 7Z71#zmer has his Objections! to 
the roo buſy diligence, and tothe over- 
doing of ſome of the diilenting Clergy 
and' he does as little approve of. thoſe 
of our Church , who -wear God Al- 
mighty's Liveries, as{omeold Warders 
m the Tower do the King's, who do no- 
thing 1n thely place bur. receive, their 
Wages for it; he chinks that the Liber- 
ty of the late times gave:men ſo much 
Light, and diffufed.-it- ſo univerſally a- 
monegſt the people, that they are. not 
: nd co 
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now to: be dealt with, as they; might 
have been-in Ages of lefs enquiry. ;,;and 
therefore-in ſome. well choſen and: dear- 
ly beloved Auditories, good refulute. 
Nonſenſe back d with Anthority may 
prevail, yet generally Men ,are -become 
{o good Judges of what they hear, .that- 
the Clergy ought to be very wary how 
they go about-to impoſe upon. their . 
Underſtandings, which are grown lels 
humble than they were in former-times,; 
when the Mena in bjack had madeLearn» 
ing ſuch a fin in the Laity, that for fear 
of offending, they- made a 'Conſczence 
of being, able to read 3 but naw. the 
World 1s, grown ſawcy, and expects 
Reaſons, and good ones too, befgre 
they grve up their own Opinions 10'G- 
ther Mens Di&ates, tho never fo{Magi+, 
ſterially deliver d to them, ' -;.- ; ;«+ x 
Our Zrimmer 1s far from approving. 
the Hypocrifie which ſeexas- to - be the 
reigning Vice amoneglit fotne of the. Daif- 
ſenting Clergy, he thinks it the maſt. 
provoking fin Men can be guuty of,. in 
Relation to. Heaven, andj,yert (which 
may ſeem-ſtrange) that-:-very fin. whych 
ſhall deſtroy the Soul of, the Man, who 
preaches, may help to'ſave;thoſe of the 
Company that hear,. him, and,.even 
C:4 + thole 
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thoſe who are cheated by the falſe Oſten- 
tation of his ſtrifneſs of life; may by 
that Pattern be encouraged to the real 
Practice of thoſeChriſtianVertues which 
he does ſo deceitfully profeſs 5 fo that 
the- deteſtation of this fault may poſ- 
ſibly be carry'd on too far by our own 
Orthodox Divines , if they think it 
cannot be enough expreſs'd without 
bending the Stick another way ; a-dan- 

erous Method, and a worſe Extream 

r Men of that CharaRer, who by po” 


_ Ing to the outmoſt line of Chriſtian 


berty, will certainly encourage others 
to go beyond it : No Man does leſs ap- 
prove the ill-bred Methods of: ſome of 
the-Diſlenters, in rebuking Authority, 
who behave themſelves as if they 
thought 11 manners neceſſary to Salva- 
tion ; yet he cannot but diſtinguiſh and 
defire a Mean between the ſawcyneſs of 
ſome of the Scorch Apoſtles, and the un- 
decent Courtſhip of ſome of the Silken 
Divines, who, one would think, do 
raftice to bow at the Altar, only to 
earn to make the better Legs at Court. 
Our Trimmer approves the- Princi- 
ples of our Church, that Dominion 1s 
not founded in Grace, and that our. O- 
bedience-1s to be given to a Popiſh King 
Th 
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in other things, at: the ſame time. that 
our Compliance with. him in his Reli- 
i0n 15 to be deny d ; yet he cannot -but 
Fink it a very a poets oof thing tf a 
Proteſtant Church ſhould by a volun- 
tary EleQion,. chuſe a Papiſt for their 
Guardian,. and.receive Dire&ions for 
ſapporting. their Religion , from! one: - 
who muſt believe it. a Mortal Sin” not 
to endeavour to deſtroy it; ſuch a-refi-. 
ned piece of Breeding would not ſeem 
to be very well JOES in the Clergy, 
who will hardly find Prefidents to juſti- 
ty. ſuch an extravagant piece of Court- 
ſhip, .and.which is ſo unlike the Pri- 
mitive Methods,.. which ought to be our 
Pattern ;. he hath no ſuch unreaſonable: 
tenderneſs for any ſorts of Men, as to 
expect their faults ſhould nor. be im-- 
partially laid open as often as they give 
occaſion for it; and. yet he cannor bur. 
{mile._ to ſee that the ſame Man, . who. 
ſets up all the Sails of . his Rhetorick,, . 
to. fall upon Diflenters; . when Popery 
that he looketh like an- Aſs mu 
of. Thiſtles, fo afraid. he. is of letting- 
himſelf looſe where he may be. in_dan-- 
ger of letting his Nuty ger the better. of-: 
his. Diſcretion. y 
Our: 


11s to be handled; he does it fo gingerly', 
mbling- 
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Our Trimmer 1s far from reliſhing the 
1mpertinent Wandrings of thoſe who 
pour out long Prayers upon the Con- 
gregation , and all from their own 
Stock, which God knows, for the moit 
part 1s a barren Soil , which produces 
Weeds inſtead of Flowers, and by this 
means they expoſe Religion it ſelf, ra- 
ther than promote Mens Devotions : 
On the other ſide, there may be too 


great Reſtraint put upon Men, whom 
God and Nature hath diſtinguiſhed 


from their Fellow Labourers, by bleſ- 


{ng them with a happier Talent, and 
by giving them not only good Senſe, 


but a powerful Utterance too, has en- 
abled them to guſh out upon the at- 
tentive Auditory, with a mighty ſtream 
of Devour and unaftected Eloquence ; 


whena Man ſo qualifted, endued with. 


Learning too, and above all , adorn'd 
with a good Life, breaks out into a 
warm and well deliver'd Prayer before 
his Sermon, it has the appearance of a 
Divine Rapture, he raiſes and leads the 
Hearts of the Afſembly in another man=- 
ner, than the moſt Compos'd or belt 
Studied Form of Set Words can ever 


do; and the Pray-wees, who ſerve up . 


all their Sermons with the ſame Gar- 
niſhing, 


TO 
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n:ſhing, would look like ſo many Sta- 
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tues, or Men' of Straw in the Pulpit, 


compar'd with thoſe who ſpeak with 
ſuch a powerful Zeal, that Men are 
tempted at the moment to belive Hea- 
ven it ſelf has dictated their words to em. 

Our 7:imzmer 1s not {o unreaſonably 


:ndulgent.to the Difienters, as to excuſe. 


theIrregularities of theirComplaints,and 
to approve their threatning Stiles, whach 


are {o 1ill-fuited to their Circumſtances - 


as well as their Duty; he would have 
them to ſhew their Grief, and not their 
Anger to the Government,. and by ſuch 
a Submiſhon to Authority, as becomes 
them, if they cannot acquielce in what 
is unpoled ; let them deſerve a Legitla- 


tive Remedy to their Sufferings, there 


being no other way to give them per- 
fect redreſs ; and either to ſeek ir, or 
pretend to give ut by any other Method , 
would not only be vain batCriminal too 
in thoſe that go abour it 3, yet with all 
this, there may 1m the mean time be a 


prudential Latitude. left , as to rhe. 


;nanner of preventing the Laws now wn 
force againtt- them : The Government 
35 11 {ome degree anſweravle for . ſuch 
an Adminittration of them, as. may be 


free from the Cenſure _ of Imparrul. 


Judges 3 


1 
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Tudges3 and in'order to that, it.would: 

e neceflary that one of' theſe methods. 
be purſued, either to ſet looſe the Laws 
to their utmoſt extent, without any 
Moderation or Reſtraint, in which at 
leaſt the Equality of the Government: 
would be without Objection, the Pe- 
nalties being exa&ed without Remiſſion 
the * Diflenters of: all- kinds ;. or- 

if that will not be. done (and indeed. 


there is no reaſon it ſhould ) there is a 


. neceſlity- of ſome Connivance to the 

Proteſtant Diffenters -to- execute that. 
which; Humanity muſt be allowed to 
the Papiſts; even without any leaning. 
towards them, which muſt be ſuppoſed. 
in thoſe who are or ſhall be in the ad- 
miniſtration-of- publick Buſineſs ; and. 


it will follow - that, according to our. 
Circumſtances, the diſtribution of 


ſuch connivance muſt be made in ſuch 
a mannee, that the- greateſt. part of-it 
may fall on-the Proteſtant ſide, or. elſe 
the ObjeQions will be ſo ſtrong, and 
the Inferences ſo clear, that the Friends, 
as well as the Enemies of. the Crown, 
will be ſure to take hold of them. 

It will not be ſufficient to ſay that the 
Papiſts'may. be conniv'd at, becauſe 
vhey are good SubieRsang that the a 
| teſtant. 


——— 
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teſtant Diſſenters, muſt ſuffer becauſe: 
they are ill ones ; theſe general Maxims 
will not convince diſcerning Men, nei- 
ther will any late Inſtances make them 
forget what paſled. at other times..in 
the- World ; ooth fides- haye had their 
Furns in being good and. ill Subje&s. 
And therefore 'tis eafte to imagine what 
ſuſpicions would ariſe in the preſent 
conjun&yre, if ſuch a partial Argument 
as this ſhould be impos'd upon us ; the 
truth is, this Matter ſpeaks ſo much of 
it ſelf, that it is not only unneceflary, 
but it may be unmannerly. to ſay any 
more of its 

Our 7#:9mer therefbre could wiſh, 
that ſince notwithſtanding the Laws 
which deny Churches to ſay Maſs 
in ; even; not only the Exerciſe, but 
alſo the Oftentation of Popery is as well 
or-better performed in. the- Chappels 
of fo many Foreign Miniſters, where 
the Engliſh openly reſort. in. ſpight-of 
Proclamations and Orders .of Council 
which are grown to be as. harmleſs 
things to them, as.the.Popes Bulls and 
Excommunications . are to Hereticks 
who are out of his reach ; Iſay he could 
wiſh that. by a ſeaſonable as well as an. 
equal piece of Juſtice, there might be = 
| INUCN:; 
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much confideration had of the Prote- 
{tant Diflenters, as that there might 
be at ſometimes, and at ſome places, a 
Veil thrown over an Innocent and re- 
tired Conventicle, and that fſach 
an Indulgence might be practic'd 
with leſs prejudice to the Church, or di- 
minution. to the Laws; it might be 
done fo as to look rather like a kind 
Omifon to enquire more ſtrictly , 
than an allowd Toleration cf that 
which 1s againſt the Rule eſtabliſhed. 
Such a skiltul hand as this 1s very 
Neceflary in our Circumſtances, and 
the Government by making no fort of 
Men entirely deſperate, does not only 
{ecure it {elf from Villainous attempts, 
but lays ſuch a Foundation for hcal- 
ing and uniting Laws, when ever a 
Parliament {ſhall meet, that the Szeds 
of Ditterences and Animotities between 
the ſeveral contending fidesamay (Hea- 
Yen conſenting) be for ever deſtroy'd. 
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Tne 7 rinmer s On *Nt- 
on concerning the 


Papiſis. 


=" O {peaic of Popery leads me- into 
{uch a Sea of Matter, that it 1s 
not ealie to forbear launching in- 
to it, being invited by iuch a 
fruitful Theme, and by a variety never 
to be exhauſted ; but to confine it to the. 
preſent Subject, I will only ſay a ſhort 
word of the Religion it ſelf; of its 1n- 
fluences here at this time ; and of our 
Trimmer's Opinion in Relation to our 
manner of living with them, 

If a Man would ſpeak Maliciouily of 
this Religion, one may fay it 1s like 
thoſe Dilcaſes, where as long as one 
drop of the infe&ion remains, there 1s 
{till dangcr of having the whole Maſs of 
Blood corrupted by it. In SJwede- 
land there was an abſolute cure, and 
nothing of Popery heard of, till Queen 


hriſtiana 
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Chriſtiana,(whether mov:d by Arguments 


of this or the other World, may not be 
good Manners to enquire) thought fit to 
change her Religion. and Covntry,. and 
ro live at Rome, where ſhe might find. 
better judges of her Virtues, and leſs 
ungentle Cenſures-of thoſe Princely Li- 
berties, to which ſhe was ſometimes 
diſpoſed, rhan ſhe left at Srockholme ; 
where the good. breeding 1s as much 
inferior to that of Rome in general, as 
the Civility of the Religion. The Car- 
dinals having reſcued the Church from 
thoſe Clowniſh Methods the Fiſhermen 
had firft introduc'd, and mended that 
Pattern fo effe&ually, that a_ Man of 
that Age, if he ſhould now. come into 
the World, would not. poſſibly know 
it. 

In Denmark the Reformation. was en- 
tire, in ſome States of Germeny, as well 
as Geneva, the Cure was univerſal ;. but 
in the reſt of the World: where the Pro- 
teftant Religion. took-place, the Popiſh 
humour was too tough to be totally ex- 
peH'd; and. 6 it was in. England, tho 
the Change was. made with all the ad- 


vantage imaginable to the Reformation, 


it Countenanc'd and introduc'd 
by Legal Authority, and by 5" 
might. 
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might have been perhaps as perfe&tas in 
any other Place, if the ſhort Reign of 
Edward the-6th, and the ſucceſſion of a 
Popiſh Queen had not- given ſuch ad- 
vantage to that Religion, that it-. has 
ſubfiſted ever ſince under all the hard- 
ſhips that have been put upon it ; It 
has been a ſtrong Compa Body, and 
made the more {o by theſe Sufferings 3 
it wasnot ſtrong enough to prevail, but 
3t was: able, with the help 'of foreign 
ſupport, to carry on an Intereſt which 
gave the Crown trouble; 'and to make a 
conſiderable (not+to ſay. dangerous) Fi- 
gure in the Nation; ſo much as this 
could not have been done without fome 
hopes, nor theſe hopes kept up without 
ſome reaſonable grounds: In Queen 
Elizabeth's time, the Spni/h Zeal for 
their Religion, and the Revenge for 
88, gave warmth to the- Papiſts here, 
and above all the Rightof the Queen of: 
Scots to ſuceeed, was while ſhe lived 
fufficient ro give them a better proſpe& 
of their Aﬀairs : In King James's time 
their hopes were ſupported by the Treas. - * 
ty of the Spaniſh:-Match, and hisgentle- 
neſs ' towards them, which-they. were 
ready to interpret more ir their own 
Favour, than was either reaſongble.a 3 
=. IJ 
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became them, fo little tenderneſs they 
have, even where it is moſt due, if tlie 
Intereft of their Religion comes in 
comperition with it. 

As for the late King, tho he gave the 
mo!t Glorious Evidence that ever Man 
d1d of his being a Proteſtant, yet, by 
the more than ordinary Influence the 
Queen was thought to have over him, 
and 1t ſo happening that the greateſt 
part of his Anger was directed againſt 
the Paritans, there was ſuch an advan- 
tage to Men diſpos'd to ſuſpect, that 
they were ready to interpret it a 
leaning towards Popery, witiout which 
hanaie it was Moraliy 1impofitble, that 
the ill-affected part of the Nation 
could ever have ſeduc'd the reit into a 


Rebellion. 

That which kheip'd to confirm ma- 
ny well ©4411 ven 1 their Mit- 
apprehcinii oft the King, was the 


long and uutual incermitiion of Par- 
Laments ; ſo that every year that paſ- 
{xd without one, made up a new Ar- 
gument. to increaſe ter Suſpicion, 
and made them preſume that the Pa- 
piſts had a principal hand 1n keeping 
them off : This raifed {ach Heats 1n 
Mens Minds, to think that Men who 
Wes 


iz {+ 
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Vere ODNOXICNS ro the Laws, mttead 


of being paniined, ſhould have Ore £dL 
_ to ferve theraſelves, even a 

price of deſtroying the Funda- 
mental Coniticution 3 that 3t of _ 
out into a Filiwe, which, before 1 
could be quencued, had almoit reduc 4 
the Natzon re Aines, 

Amonegtt the milerable Efes of 
that unnatural War, none hath been 
more fatal. to us, thin the forcing 
our Princes to breathe i another Air, 
and to receive the ear}) impretlicns 
of a Foreien Ec 1cation; the Barbarzs 
ty. of the Ea5/i/, towards tis King 
and: rhe Royal | Family » Wight Ve: U 

well tempt him to think the berte 
of every thing he found abrcad, a wo 
mizhe naturaily produce mo re gentle- 
neſs, at lea't, gowards a Religion by 
which he was hofj-itaviy received, at 
tne i —_ Fine that he was thrown off 
and Perlecured vy the Proteſtants , 
(tho his own Subj2&ts) to aggravate 
the Offence. The Queen Mother, (as 
generally Ladics do with Age) grew 
__ devour and earnelc it "ber Re 
3102 3 and, beſides, the rempoeal Re- 

wards of getting larger Subſidies from 
tae french Clergy , ihe had —_ 
's 
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of another kind, to perſwade her to 


ſhew her Zeal ;. and fince by - the - Re- 
74nu Diſpenſatory,. a Soul converted to 
the Church is- a, Soveraign- Remedy, 
and lays up a mighty ſtock of merit ; 
ſhe was ſolicitous to tecure her ſelf in 
all Events, and therefore firſt ſet up- 
on the Duke. of Ghocefter, who de- 
pended” ſo mnch upon her good will, 
that ſhe might for that reaſon have 
been induc'd to believe, the Con- 
ueſt would not be difficult ; but it 
ſo fell out , that he. either from his 
own Conſtancy, or that he had thoſe 
near him by whom he... was other - 
ways advisd, choſe rather to run a- 
way from her importunity, than by 
ſtaying to bear the continual weight 
of it: Ir is. belie v'd. ſhe had better 
ſdcceſs with another of her Sons, who, 
if he was not-quite brought of from 
our Religion, at- leaſt ſuch- beginnings 
were made; as - made-them very eafie 
to be finiſh'd ; his being of: a generous 
and aſpiring Nature, and in that re- 
ſpe&, leſs-patient in the drudgery. of 
Arguing, might - probably - help to re- 
commend a Church to him, that ex- 
empts t1e Laity from the. vexation 
of enquiring-z. perhaps he -might ( = 
| Y. 
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'by-miſtake) look upon that Religi- 
on - as more favourable to the. en- 
larged Power of Kings, a conſidera- 
tion which Fangt have its weight 
with a young Prince in his warm 
blood, and that was brought up mn 
Arms. 

I cannot hinder my ſelf from a 
{mall digreflion, to conſider with ad- 
miration, that the old Lady cf Rome, 
with all her wrinkles, ſhould yer 
have Charms, able to ſubdue great 
Princes ; ſo far from handſom , and 
yet ſo imperious; ſo painted, and yer 
ſo progending ; after having abusd , 
deposd , and murtherd ſo many of 
- her Lovers, ſhe ſtill finds; others glad 
and proud of their new , Chains; a 
thing ſo ſtrange, to indifferent Judges, 
that thoſe who will allow no other Mi- 
racles in the Church of Rome, muſt 
needs grant that this is one not to be 
contefted ; ſhe fits in her Shop, and 
ſells at dear Rates her Rattles and her 
Hobby-Horſes, whilft the deluded 
World Kill continues to farniſh her 
with Cuſtomers, | | 

Buc whicher am I carried with this 
Contemplation-? it is high tne to re- . 
tura to my Text, and to conſider the 
won= 
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wonderful manner of the Kings'comitz 
home again, led by the hand of Hea- 
ven, and called by the Voice of his own 
People, who receiv'd him, if poſfible, 
with Joys equal to the Bletiing of Peace 
and Union which his Reftauration 
brought along with it; by this there 
was an end put to the hopes ſome might 
have abroad. of making uſe of his leſs 
happy Circumſtances, to throw him in- 
to foreign Intereſts and Opinions, which 
had been wholly inconfittent with our 
Religion, our Laws, and all other 
things that are dear to us; yet for all 
this, ſome of thoſe TinEures and 1m- 
preifions might ſo far remain, as tho' 
they were very innocent in him, yet 
they might have ill effe&ts here, by 
ſofining the Animolity which ſeems ne- 
ceflary to the Defender of the Prote- 
ſtant Faith, in oppoſition to ſuch a 
powerful and irreconcileable an Ene- 
my. 
You may be lure, that among all the 
ſorts of Men who apply'd themſelves 
to the King at his firtt coming home, 
for his Protection, the Paniits were not 
phe laſt, nor, as they fain would have 
flatter'd themſelves, the leaſt welcome 


having their vaſt SuFerings, as well as 


their 
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their preſcnt Profeflions to recommend 
them; and there was ſomething that 
look'd like a particular Coniideration 
of them, ſince 1t ſo happened, that the 
Indulgence promiſed to Diflenters at 
Breda, was Carried on in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the Papiits were to divide 
with them,” and tho' the Parliament, 
notwithſtanding its Re{1gnation to the 
Crown in all things, reje&ted with 
{corn and anger a Declararion fram'd 
for this purpoſe, yet the Birth and 
ſteps of it gave ſuch an alarm, that 
Mens ſuſpicious once raiſed, were not 
eaſily laid aſleep again. 

To omit other things, the breach 
of the Tripple League, and the Datch 
War with 1ts appurtenances, carried 
Jealoufies to the highett pitch imagi- 
nable, and fed the hopes. of one Party, 
and the fears of the Other to ſuch a 
degree, that ſome Critical Revolu- 
tions were generally expectad;, when 
the illſucceſs of that War, and the Sa- 
ciitice France thought fit to make. of 
the Papiſts here, to their own-intereft 
abroad, gave them another Check ; .and 
the Act ofenjoyning the Telt to all in 
Offices, was thought to be no 41] Bar- 
2410 to the Nation, tho bought \” the 
rice 
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Price of 1200000 pound, and the Mo- 
ney apply'd to-continue the War againft 
the Datch, than which nothing could 
be more unpopular or leſs approved. 
Notwithſtanding the 'diſcouragements, 
Popery 1s a Plant that may be mowed 
down, but the Root will tiH remain, 
and in ſpite of the Laws, 'itwiltl ſprout 
vp & grow again; eſpecially # it ſhould 
happen that there thould be Men in 
Power, who m weeding Tt out of our 
Garden, will take cate co Cheriſh and 
_ it alive; and tho' the Law for 
excluding them from Places of Truft 


Form, yet there were many Circum- 
ftances, which being -tmproved by the 
quick-ſghted Malice of ill atte&ed 
Men, -, did help to keep np the World 
1n ons, and to blow up Jea- 
louſtes to-luch a heighth both in andou t 
of Parliament, that the remembrance 


of them is very unpleaſant, and the 


Example 1o extravagant, that it is to 
be hup'd nothing in our Age like it will 
be re-attempted ; but to come cloſer to 
the Caſe in queſtion, in this Condition 
we ſtand with the Papiſts, whar ſhall 
now be done according to our 7rim- 
mers Opinion, in order to the yoo 

ear- 


was tolerably kept as to their outward © F-:* 
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Bearing this grievance, ſince as I have 
ſaid before, there is no hopes of being 
entirely free from it; Papitts we muit 
have among us, and if their Religion 
keep them trom bringing honey to the 
Hive, let the Government try at lea{t 
by gentle means to take away the Sting 
from them. The firit Foundation to 
be laid is, that a diſtin Conſideration 
is to be had of the Popiſh Clergy, who 


». - have ſuch an eternal Intereit -againit 


all accommodation, that it is a hope- 
leſs thing to propole any thing to them 


\ .. leſs than all; their Stomachs have 
*-- been ſer for it ever ſince the Refor- 
3 _ mation, they have pinned themſelves 


to a Principle that admits no mean : 
they believe Proteſtants will be damn'd, 
and therefore by an extraordinary 
Etffe& of Chriſtian Charity, they 
would deſtroy one halfof England that 
the other might beſaved ; then for this 
World, they muſt be in poſfefſion for 
God Almighty, to receive his Rents 
for him, not. to accompt till the Day 
of Judgment; which is a good kind of 
Tenure, and ye cannot well blame the 
good Men, that will tir up the Laity 
to run any hazard in order to the get- 
ting then reſtor d, What is it to the 


Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, if the deluded Zealot undoes 
himſelf in the Attempt 2 he fings Maſ- 
{es as jollily, and with as good a Voice 
at Rome or St, Omers as ever he did ; is 

a ſingle Man, and can have no wants * 
but {uch as may be eafily- ſupply d, yet 
that he may not feem altogether inſen- 
{ible, or ungrateful to thoſe rhat are his 
Martyrs, he 1s ready to aflure their Exe- 
cutors, and if they pleaſe, .will procure 
a Grant ſub Annulo Piſcatorts, that the 
good Man by being changed, has got a 
g00d Bargain, and ſav'd the finging of 
{ome hundred of years, which he would 
elſe have had in Purgatory. There's no 
Cure for this Order of Men, no Expe- 
dient to be propos'd, ſo that tho the 
utmoſt ſeverity of - the Laws againit 
them, may in ſome ſort be mittigated, 
yet no Treaty can be made with Men: 
who in this Caſe have left themſelves 
no free Will, but are ſo muffled by 
.Zeal, tyed by Vows, and kept up by 
ſuch.unchangeable Maxims of thePriett- 
hood, that they are to be left as deſpe- 
rate.Patients, and look'd upon as Men 
that:;will continue in an Eternal - State 
of Hoſtility, till the Nation is entirely 
ſubdued to them. It 1s then only the 
Lay.Papiſts that are. capable of being 


treated wath, and weare to _— 
O 
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of what temper they are, and what 
Arguments are the molt likely to pre- 
vail upon them, and how far tis ad- 
viſcable for the Government to be In- 
' dulgent to them ; the Lay Papiits ge- 
nerally keep their Religion, rather be- 
cauſe they will not break Company 
with thoſe of their Party, than out of 
any. ſettled Zeal that hathRoot in them ; 
moſt of them. do by the Mediation of 
the Prieſts Marry amongit one another, 
to keep up an 1gnorant Potion by 
hearing only. one {ide ; others by a mt- 
ſtake look upon it as the Eſcutcheonsof 
the more Antient Religion of the two z 
and as ſome Men of a good Pedigree, 
will deſpiſe meaner Men, tho' never fo 
much ſuperior to them by Nature, fo 
theſe undervalue Reformation as an 
Upſtart, and think there is more Ho- 
nour in ſupporting an old Errour, than 
in embracing what ſeems to them to 
be a new Truth; the Laws have made 
them Men of Pleaſure, by excluding 
them from Publick Buſineſs, and it 
happens well they are ſo, fince they 
will the more my be perſwaded by 
Arguments of Eaſe and Conveniency 
to them ; they have not put off the Man. 
in general, nor theEng/i/pman in patrti- 
cular , thoſe who in the late ftorm 
2 3 againſt 
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agamit them went into other Countries, 
tho they had all the Advantage that 
might recommend them to a good Re- 
ception, yet in a little ttme they choſe 
to ſteal over again, and live here with 
hazard, rather than abroad with ſ{ecuri- 
ty. There 1s a Smell in our Native 
_ Earth, better than all the Perfumes in 
the Eaſt ; there 1s ſomething in a Mo- 
ther, 'tho never ſo Angry , that the 
Children will more Naturally truſt 
Her , than the Studied 'Civilities of 
Strangers, let them be never ſo Hoſpi- 
table; therefore 'tis not adviſeable, nor 
agreeing with the Rules of Governing 
Prudence, to provoke Men by hard- 
ſhips to forget that Nature, which elſe 
is ſure to'be of our tide. 

| When theſe Men by fair Uſage are 
pur again into their right Senſes, they 
will have quite dittering Reflections 
from thoſe which Rigour and Perſecu- 
tion, had raiſed'm them : A Lay Papilt 
will firſt ' confider his Abby-Lands , 
which notwithſtanding whatever has 
or can be alledged, mutt fink confider- 
ably in the Value, the moment thar 
Popery prevails 3 and it being a diſ- 
putable Matter, whether Zeal might 


not ip a little' time get the better p 
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the Law in that caſe; a conhider- 
ing Man will adrait that as an 
Argument to perſwade him, to be con- 
tent with things as they are, rather 
than run this or any other hazard by 
Change, in which perhaps he may have 
no other Advantage, than that his 
new humble Confeflor may he rais'd to 
a Biſhoprick, and from thence look 
down ſ{upercilioutly upon his Patron, 
or which is worſe,run to take Pojieiton 
for Gcd Almighty of his Abby, in ſuc 
a manner as the. ufurpins Landlord {as 
he will then be called ſhall hardly be 
admitted to be ſo much as a Tenant to 
his own Lands, lett. his Title ſhould 
prejudge that of the Church, which 
will then be the Language; he wiil 
think what diſadvantage 'tis to be look- 
ed upon as a ſeparate Creature, depend- 
ing upon a Foreign Intereſt and Authe- 
rity, and for that reaſon , expos'd to 
the Jealouke and Suſpicion cf his Coun- 
try-men ; he will refle& what Incum-- 
brance it 1s to have his Houſe a Paſture 
for hungry Prieſts to graze in, which 
have ſuch a never-failing Influence up- 
on the Fooliſh , which is the greateſt 
part of every Man's Family , that a 
Man's Dominzon, even over his own 
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Children, is mangled and divided, if 


not totally undermin'd by them ; then 
to be ſubje& to what Arbitrary Taxes 
the Popiſh Convocations ſhall impoſe 
pon them for the carrying on the 
Common Intereſt of that Religion, un- 
der Penalty of being mark d out for 
aif Herericks by the reſt of the Party 
to have no ſhare in Buſineſs, no op« 


portunity of ſhewing his own Value to - 


the World ; to live at the beſt an uſe- 
leſs, and by others to be rhought- a 
dangerous Member of the Nation where 
he is born, is a burtheri to a generous 
Mind that cannot be taken oft by all 
the Pleaſure of alazy unmanly life, 
or by the nauſeous enjoyment of a dull 
Plenty, that produceth no good for the 
Mind, which w1ll be conſidered in the 
firſt place by a Man that has a Soul ; 
when he ſhall think, rhat if his Religi- 
on, after his wading through a Sea of 
Blood, come at laftto prevail, 1t would 
infinitely leſſen, if not entirely deſtroy 
the Glory, Riches, Strength and Liber- 
ty of his own Country. And what a 
Sactifice is this to make to Kome, where 
they are wiſe enough to wonder there 
ſhould be ſuch Fools in the World, as 


ro venture, ſtruggle, and contend, nay, 
ever 
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even die Martyrs for that which, ſhould 
it ſuccecd, would prove a Judgment 
inſtead of a Blefſing to them ; he will 
conclude that the advantages of throw- 
ing ſome of ther Children back agam 
to God Almighty when they have tos 
many of them,are not equal to theIncon- 
veniencies they may either feel or fear, 
by continuing their ſeparation from the 
Religion eſtabliſhed. 

Temporal things will have their 
weight mm the World, and tho Zeal may 
prevail for a time, and get the better 
in a Skirmiſh, yet rhe War ends ge- 
nerally on the fide of Fleſh and Blood, 
and will do fo till Mankind is another 
thing than it is at preſent: And there- 
fore a wiſe Papiſt in cold Blood, con- 
fidering thele and many other Circum- 
ſtances, which 'twill be worth his pains 
to ſee if he can unmuMe himſelf from 
the Mask of Infallibility, will think 
it reaſonable to ſet his impriſon'd Senſes 
at Liberty, and that he " .a right to 


ſee with his own Eyes, hear with his 
own Ears, and judge by his own Rea- 
ſon; the conſequence of which might 
probably be, that weighing things in a 
right Scale, and ſeeing them in their 
true Colours , he. would diſtinguiſh 


> 
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betvyeen the merit of ſuffering for a good 


Cauſe, and the fooliſh oftentation of 


drawing -inconventencies upon himſcli; 
and therefore will not be unwilling to 
be convinc'd that our Proteſtant Creed 
may make him happy in the other 
World, and the #zafier in this. A few cf 
fuch wiſe Profelytes - would by their 
Example draw ſo many after them, 
thac the Party would inſenfibly mer 
away, and in a little ttme, without 
any angry word, we ſhould come to 
an Union , that all Good Men would 
have Reaſon to: rejoyce at ; but we are 
not to preſume upon theſe Converſions, 


without preparing Men for them dy - 


kind and reconciling Arguments ; no- 
thing is ſo againſt our Nature, as to 
believe thoſe can be in the right who 
are too hard upon us; there is a de- 
formity in every thing that doth us 
hurt, 1t will look ſcurvily in our Eye 
while the ſmart continues, and a Man 
mulſt have an extraordinary Meaſure 
of Grace, to think well of a Religion 
that reduces him and his Family to 
Miſery ;. in this reſpe& our Trimmer 
would conſent to the mitigation, of 
{uch Laws as were made, (as it's ſaid 
King Henry VIII. got Queen £lizabe h) 

n 
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if a heat againſt Rowe ; Ir may be ſaid 
that even States as well as private Men 
are ſubje& ro Paſſion ; a juſt indigna- 
tion of a villainous Attempt produces 
at the ſame time ſuch Remedies, as 
perhaps are not without ſome mixture 
of Revenge, and therefore tho time 
cannot Repeal. .a Law, 1t may by a Na- 
tural Effe& foften' the Execution cf 
it 3 there is leſs danger to Rouſe a Ly- 
on- when at Reſt, than to awake Laws 
that were intended to have their time 
of Sleeping, nay more thaw thar, in 
ſome caſes their Natural periods .of 
Eife, dying, 'of themſelves without the 


. -Sulemnity of being revok'd, any oth&; 


wiſe. than by the  cammon. conſent 'of 
Mankind, . who do. ceaſe to Execute, 
when. the Reaſons in great Meaſure fait 
that firſt Created and Juſtify d the Ri- 
gour of ſuch unuſual Penalties. | 
Our 77immer. 15 not, eager to pick. 
out ſome places mn Hiſtory againlt this 
or any other. Party 3. quite contrary, 1s 
very ſollicitous to find out any 'thihg 
that may be healing, and tend to ay 
Agreement ; but to preſcribe the. means 
of this Genrleneſs ſo as to make. it. ef- 
tectual, mult come from. the only place 


| that can. furniſh Remedies, for this 
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Cure, viz. a Parliament; in the mean 
time, it 1s to be wiſhed there may be 
ſuch a mutual calmneſs of |Mind, as 
that the Proteſtants might not be ſo jea- 
lous, as ftill to ſmell rhe Match thar 
was to blow up the King, and both 
Houſes in the Gunpowder Treaſon, or 
to ſtart at every appearance of Popery, 
as if it were juft taking Poſteflion. On 
the other fide, let not the Papitts 
Tuffer themſelves to be led:by any hopes, 
tho never ſo flattering, to a-Confhdence 
or -Oſtentation which muſt provoke 
Men to be leſs kind to them; let them 


ſe Modeſty on their fides, and- the 


Proteſtants InJulgence on theirs '; and 
by this means there will be an over- 
looking of all Venial Favlts, a tacit 
connivanee at all things that do not 
carry Scandal with them, and would 


amount. to a kind of Natural Diſpen- 


{ation with the the fevere Laws, | fince 
there, would be no more Accuſers to 
be found, when the occaſions of An- 
er and Ammoſity are once remov'd ; 

et the Papifts in the mean time re- 
member, that there is a reſpe& due 
from all lefler numbers to greater, a 
deference to be paid by an Opinion that 
is Exploded, to one that is Mage 
EQ. 5 
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ed ; ſuch a Thoughtwell digeſted will 
have an influenee upon their Behaviour, 
and produce- ſuch a Temper as muſt 
win the moſt eager Adverſaries out of 
their ill Humour. to them, and give 
them a Title to all the Favour that may 
be confiſtent with the Publick Peace. 
and Security. . 


—l 


The Trimmer's Opini- 
on in Relation to 
things abroad. 


T HE World is ſo compos'd, that: 
it is hard, if not impoſſible, - for. - 

| a Nation not to be a great deal in- - 
volv'd in the fate of theirNezghbours,and. 
tho by the felicicy of our Scituation, 
we are more Independant than any o- - 
other People, yet we have in all Ages 
been concern'd for our own ſakes in 
the Revolutions abroad, There was a 
time when England was the over-bal- - 
lancing }- 
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lancing Power of Chriſtendom, and 
that either by Inheritance or Conquelt, 
the better patt of France receiv d Laws 
from us; after that we being reduc'd 
into our own Limits, France and Spaiz 
became the Rivals for the Univerſal 
Monarchy, and our thud Power, tho 
init ſelf leſs than either of the other, 
hapned to be Superiour to any of them, 
by that choice we had of throwing 
the Scales on that ſide to which we 
gave our Friendſhip. I do not know 
whether this Figure did not make us 


as great as our former Conquelt, - to be 


a perpetual Umpire of two great con- 
tending Powers, who gave us all their 
Courtſhip, and offer'd all their Incenſz 
at our Altar, whilſt the Fate of either 
Prince ſeemed to depend upon the O- 
racles we delivered ; for the King of 
Engiand; to. fit on his Throne, as-in the 
Supream Court of Juſtice, ro. which 
the ' two. great | Monarchs. appeal , 
pleading their Cauſe , and 'expefting 
their Sentence» declaring which fide 
was 1n the right , or at lealt if 
we pleasd which, ſide ſhould have 
the better of it , . was a. plece of 
Greatneſs which was peculiar to us , 


and no wonder if we. endeavour 
- ro 
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to. preſerve it, as. we did for @ 
coniiderable time, ir.being our. Safety,. 
as well as Glory, to: maintain 1t ; bur 
by a Fatality upon our Councils, or by 
the retin'd Policy of. this latter Age, we: 
have thought fit to uſe induſtry. to de- 
ſtroy this mighty Power, which we 
have ſolong enjoyed ;z and that equality. 
between the Two Monarchs, which we 
might for ever have preſerved, has 
been chiefly broken by us, whoſe In- 
tereſt it was above: all others to main- 
tain it; when one of them, lice the 
overfiowing of thei Sea , - had. vained 
more upon the other than our conve- 
nience,. or indeed our ſafety, would 
allow ; inftead of mending the Banks, 
or making new ones, we our ſelves 
with our own hands helpt to cut them, 
to invite and make way for a farther 
Inundation.. France and. Spain have 
had. their ſeveral. turns in making uſe ' 
of our Miſtakes, and we have: been 
formerly as deaf to the Inſtances of the 
then weaker part of the World to help 
them againſt the Houſe of Aaſtria, as 
we can now be to the Earneitneſs. of 
Spain, that we would afli{t them agauſt 
the Power of France, Gondamar was 
as ſawcy, and as powerfiil tao = —_ 
TAMBES. 
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Fames his Court, as any French Ams- 
baſladour can have been at any time 
ſince, when men. talkt as wrong then 
on the Spani/h fide, and made their 
Court by it, as well as any can have 
done ſince by talking as much for the 
French ; ſo that from that time, inſtead. 
of weighing in a wiſeBalance the power 
of either Crown,it looks as if we had 
learnt only to weigh the Penſions, and 
take the heavieſt. | 

It would be tedious, as well as un- 
welcome, to recapitulate all our wrong 
ſteps, fo that I will go no farther than 
the King's Reftauration, at'which time 
the Balance was on the fide of Fraxce, 


and thar by the means of Cromwell, 
who for a ſeparate Intereſt of his own 


had ſacrificed that of the Nation, by 
joining wath the ſtronger ſide, to ſup- 
preſs the Power of Spain, which he 
ought to have ſupported. Such a Me- 
thod was natural enough to an Uſur- 


per, and ſhew'd he was not the Lawful. 


Father cf the People, by his having fo 
little care of them ; and the Example 
coming from that hand, one would 


think thould, for that Reaſon, be leſs- 


| likely to be follow'd. But to go on, 
| Lome comes the King, 1cacmer with. 
Ourt- 
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Courtſhips from all Nations abroad, of 
which ſome did it not only to make 
them forget how familiarly they had 
us'd him when he was in other Circum- 
ſtances, but to beſpeak the Friendſhip 
of a Prince, who, beſides his other 
Greatneſs, was yet more conſiderable 
by being re-eſtabliſhed by the love! of 
his people. France had an Intereſt ei- 
ther to diſpoſe us to ſo much good will, 
or at leaſt to pur us into ſuch a Condi- 
tion, that we might give no Oppoſition 
to their Deſigns ; and Flanders being 
a-perpetual Obje& in theirEye, a laiting 
Beauty for which they have an incura- 
ble pathon, and not being kind enough 
to conſent to them, they meditated to 
commit a Rapeupon her, which they 
thought would not be eaſie to do, 
whalit Eng/aud. and Holland were as. 
greed to reſcue her, when-ever they 
ſhould hear her cry out for help to 
them ; to this end they. put 1n practice. 
Seaſonable-and Artificial Whiſpers, to 
widen things between us, and the States. 
Amboyna and the Fiſhery muſt be talk'd . 
of here ; the freedom of the Seas, and_ 
the preſervation of Trade- mutt be infi- 
nuated there ; and there being combu-. 
Rible.mat;er on both. fides, in. a little 
Ume. 
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time it took Fire, which gave thoſe 
that kindled it, ſufficient cauſe to 
{mile and hug themſelves, to ſee us 
borh fail into the Net they had laid for 
us. And 1t 1s obſervable and of good 
example to us, if we will take it, That 
rheir. Deſign being to ſet us together at 
Cuffs to weaken us,. they kept them* 
ſelves Lookers on till our Victories be- 
gan to break the. Balance ; then the 
King cf France, like a wiſe Prince, was 
reſolved to ſupport the beaten (de, and 
would no more let the Power of. the 
Sea, than we ought to ſuffer the Mo- 
narchy of Exrope, to fall into one hand : 
Inipurſuance to this, he took: part with 
the Datch, and in alittle time made 
himſelf Umpire of the Peace between 
us ; ſome time after, upon pretence of 
his Queen's Title to part of Flanders, 
by Right of Devolution, he falls into 
it with a mighty Force, for which: the 
Spaniard was 1o little prepared, that 
he made a very {witt Progreſs, and had 
{uch a Torrent of undiſputed Victory, 
that England and Holland, tho the 
Wounds they had given one anotner 
were yet green, being ſtruck wath, the 
apprehenſion of ſo near a danger to 
them, - thought it -neceſflary, for their 
OWN. 
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own defence, to make up a fudden 
League, into which Sweden was taken 
to interpoſe for a Peace tetween the 
two Crowns, 

This had ſo good an efte&t , that 
France was opt m its Career, and the 
Peace of Ax /e Chapelle was a little af- 
ter. concluded. Twas a forcd- putt 
and tho France wiſely ditlembled tier 
inward dillatisfation, yet from the 
very moment they reſolv'd to unty the 
Triple knot, whatever it coft them. 
for his Chriſtian Majeſty, after his Con- 
quering Meals, ever riſes. with a tto- 
mach, and heiik'd the Pattern ſo well, 
that it gave him a longing deſire to 
have the whole Piece. Amongtt the 
other means uſed for the attaining this 
end, the ſending over the Dutcheſs of 
Orceans, was not the leaſt powerful ;. 
ſhe was. a very welcome Gueſt here, 
and her own Charms and Dexterity 
joined with other Advantages , that 
might help her perſwaſions, gave her 
ſuch an Afſcendant, that ſhe could 
hardly fail of ſuccelss One of the 
Preliminaries of. her Treaty, tho a tri- 
vial thing in it {elf, yet was confidera-- 
ble in the conſequence, as very. {mall 
circumitances often are in REY the 

QO- 
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Government of the World. About this 
time a general Humour, in oppotlition 
to France, had made us throw oft 
their Faſhion, and put on Veits, that 
we might look more like a diftin& 
People, and'nor be under the fervility 


of imitation, which ever pays a. 


greater deference to the Original, than 


15s confittent with the Equality all In-. 


dependent Nations ſhonld pretend to ; 
France did not like this ſmall beginning 
of 11] Humours, at leaſt of Emulation, 
and wiſely confidering that it is a na- 
tural Introduction firit ro make the 
World their Apes, that they may be 
afterwards their Slaves. It was thought 
that one of the Inſtructions Madam 
brought along with her, was to laugh 
us. out of. theſe Veſts, which ſhe per- 
formed fo effecually, that in'a mo- 
ment, like ſo many Footmen who had 
quitted their Maſters Livery, we all 
took it again, and returned to our old 
Service E that the very time of doing 
it gave a very critical Advantage to 
France, fince 18 lookt like an Evidence 
_ of our returning 'to their Intereſt, as. 
welast0o their Faſhion, and would 
give ſuch a diſtruſt of us to our new 
Allies, that it might facilitate the diflo- 


lution . 
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Jution of the knot, which tied them fo 
within their bounds, that rhey were 
very impatient till they were freed 
from the reſtrainr, 

But the Lady had a more extended 
Commiſhton than this, and without 
doubt we double-laid the Foundation 
of a new ftrict Alhance, quite contra- 
ry to-the other, in which we had been 
{o lately engag'd. And of this there 
were fuch early appearances, that the 
World began to iook upon vs as falling 
into Apottacy from the common Inte- 
reſt, Notwithſtanding all this, France 
did not negle& at the fame time tro 
g1ve good words to the Darcy, and ec 
ven to feed them with hopes of ſup- 
porting them againit us, when on a. 
{udden, that never to be forgotten. De- 
claration of War againſt them comes 
out, only to vindicate his own Glory, 
and to revenze the Injuries done to 
his Brother in Eng/anud, by which he 
became our Second in this Duel ; fo 
humble can this Prince be, when at the 
ſame time he does more Honour than 
we deſerve, he lays a greatey ſhare of 
the blame upon our Shoulders, than 
did naturally belong to us ; the particu- 
lars of that War, our part 11 1t —_— we 
{taid 
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ſaid in, and when we were out of 
breath, our leaving the French to make 
an end of it, are things too well known 
to make it neceſſary, and too unwel- 
come m themſelves to incite me to 
repeat them; only the wiſdom of 
France 1s in this to be obſervd, That 
when we had made a ſeparate Peace, 
which left them ſingle to oppoſe the 
united Force of the Confederates, they 
were ſo far from being angry, that 
they would not ſhew ſo much as the 
leaſt coldneſs, hoping to get as much 
by our Mediation for a Peace, as they 
would have expected from our Alhiſt- 
ance in the War, our Circumſtances at 
that time conſidered. This {eaſonable 
piece of Indulgence in not reproaching 
us, but rather allowing thoſe Neceflities 
of State which we gave for our Ex- 
cuſe, was ſuch an engaging Method, 
tnat 1t went a great Way to keep us 
{till in their Chains, when, to the Eye 
of rhe World, we had abſolutely broke 
looſe frem them : And what paſs d af- 
terwards at Nimeguen, tho the King's 
Neutrality, gave him the outward Fi- 
gure of a Mediator, 1t appear d that his. 
Interpolttion was extremely ſuſpeRed of 
Partiality by the Confederates, who 
upon 
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upon that Ground did both at and be- 
fore the Concluſion of that Treaty, 
treat his Miniſters there with a great 
deal of negle&t. In this Peace, as 
well as that in the Pirezean and Ax le 
Chapelle, the King of France, at the 
Moment of making it, had the thought 
of breaking it; for a very little tune 
after he broach'd his Pretenſions upon 
Alaſt, which were things that if they 
had been - offer'd by a leſs formidable 
hand, would have been ſmiled at ; but 
ill Arguments being ſeconded by good 
Armies, carry ſuch a power with them, 
that naked ſenſe is a very unequal Ad- 
verſa ry. It was thought that theſe aie- 
ry Claims were chiefly rais'd with: the 
profpet&t of getting Luxembarg for the 
Equivalent 3 and this Opinion was 
confirm > by the blocking it up after- 
wards, pretending to the Country of 
Chimay, that it might be entirely ſur- 
rounded by the French : Dominions, 
and it was ſo prefled that it might have 
fallen in a little time, if the King of 
France had not ſent Orders to his 
Troops to retire, and his Chriſtian Ge- 
nerolity which was a for the 
reaſon of it, made the World ſmile, 
fince it is ſeen how ditferently his de- 
vour 
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vout Zeal works in Hungary : that ſpe- 
cious Reaſon was in many reſpects 1ll- 
timd, and France it {elf gave it fo 
faintly, that at the very time it lcok'd 
out of Countenance ; the true ground 
of his Retiring 1s worth our obſervati- 
on ; for at the inſtance of the Confede- 
rates, Ofhces were done, and Memori- 
als given, but all ineRtectual till the 
word Parliament was put into them 3 
that powerful word had ſuch an ettect, 
that even at that diitance it raisd: the 
Siege, Which may convince us of what 
efficacy the King of England's words are, 
When he will give them their full 
weight, and threaten with his Par{ia- 
went; \t is then that he. appears that 
great Figure we ought to-repreſent him 
in our Minds, the Nation his Body, he 
the Head, and joined with that Har- 
mony, that every word he pronounces 
1s the Word ofa Kingdom : Such words, 
as appears by this Example, are as ef- 
fectual as Fleets and Armies, becauſe 
they can create them , and without 
this his word ſounds abroad like a faiat 
Whiſper, that is either not. heard, or 
(which is worſe) not minded. Buttho 
France had made this ſtep of forced 


Compliance, it did not mean to leave 
0 
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off the purſuit of their pretenſfions ; 
and therefore immediately propoſed the 
Arbitration .to the King ; but 1t ap- 
pear'd, that notwithſtanding his er: 
towards the Confederates, in faving 
Lauxenburgh, the remembrances of what 
had paſſed before, had left ſuch an ill 
taſte in their aths,that they could not 
Reliſh our being put into a Condition 
to diſpoſe of their Intereſts, and there- 
fore declin d it by infiiting upon a gene- 
ral Treaty, to which France has ever 
fince continued to be averſe ; our great 
earneſtneſs alſo to perſwade the Con- 
federates to conſent to it, was fo 
unuſual , and fu ſuſpicious a method, 
that it might naturally make them be- 
lieve, that France ſpake to them by our 
Afouth, and for that Reaſon, 1f there 
has been no other, might hinder the 
accepting it 3 and ſo little care hath 
been taken to cure this, or other Jea- 
loufies the Confederates may have enter- 
tain'd, that quite contrary, their £;n1- 
ſters here every day take freſh Alarms, 
from what they obſerve in ſmall, as 
well «s in greater Circumſtances ; and 
they being apt both to take and improve 
radio ne bn of this kind, draw ſuch 
Inferences from them,as make them en- 
tirely deſpair of us. Thus 
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Thus we now ſtand, far from bein; 
Innocent Spectatcrs of our Neighbours 
Ruine, an by a fatal mittake forget- 


ting what a Certain Fore-runner it is to }. 


our own; and now 1t's time our 77: 
mer ſhould tell ſomething cf his Opini- 
on, upon thus preſent State of things a- 
broad ; he firit profefſes to have no 
Biaſs, either for or againſt France, and 
that his thoughts are wholly dire&ted 
by the Intereſt of his own Country ; he 
allows, and has read that Spain uſed 
the {ame Methods, when 1t. was in its 
heighth, as Fraxce doth now, and there- 
fore 'tis not Partialiry that moves him; 
but the juſt fear which all reaſonable 
Men mutt be poſleſs'd with, of an over- 
growing Power ; Ambition 1s a devour- 
ing Beaſt, - when it hath ſwallow d one 
Province, initead of being cloyed, it 
has ſo much the greater Stomach to a- 
nother, and being fed , becomes till 
the more hungry ; ſo that for the Con- 


federates to expect a {ecurity from any ' 


thing but their own united ſtrength, 1s 
a moſt miferable fallacy ; and if they 
cannot rel{1i{t the [ncroachments of France 
by their Arms, 1t 1s in vain for them to 
dream of any other means of preſeryati- 
on; it would have the better race, De- 
11des 
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fides the ſaving ſo much Blood and Ru- 
in_,''to give up all at once; make a 
Preſent of themſelves, to appeaſe this 
havghty Monarch, rather than be, whiſ- 
erd;. Hatter'd, or cozened out of their 
iberty. Nothing is ſo ſoft as the firſt ap- 
plications of a greaterPrince,to engage a 
weaker, but that ſmiling Countenance 
is but a Vizard, it 1s not the- true Face 3 
For as ſoon as their turn is ſerv'd,, the 
Courtſhip: flyes' to: ſome other: Prince 
or State, where the ſame part is to. be 
ated over again, leaves the old miſta- 
ken Friend, to Negle& and Contempt, 
-and like an inſolent Lover to a Caſt oft 
Miſtreſs, Reproaches her with, that In- 
-famy, of whichihe himſelf was the Au- 
thor. Sweden, Bavaria, Palatine, Cc. 
may by their Freſh Examples, teach o- 
ther Princes what they are reaſonably 
to expe&, and what Snakes are hid-un- 
der the Flowers the Court of France ſo 
liberally throws upon them, whilft they 
can ;be uſeful. The various Methdds 
and- deep Intrigues, with the differing 
Notes in ſeveral Countries, do not only 
= ſuſpicion, bur aſſurance that every 
thing 1s pur in Pradtice, by which Un- 
verial Monarchy may be obtained . Who 
can reconcile the - withdrawing of his 
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Troops from Zaxenbarg, in confidera- 
ton of the War in Hungary, which was 
not then declared, and preſently after 
encouraging the Terk to take Vienna, 
and conſequently to deſtroy the Empire ? 
Or who can think that the Perſecution 
of the Poor Proteſtants of France, will 
be accepted of God, as an Attonement 
for hazarding the loſs of the whole Chri- 


ftian Faith 2 Can he be thought in ear- 


'-neft, when he ſeem'd to be atraid of the 


Spaniards ,and tor that reaſon muſt have 


Luxenburg, and that he cannot be ſafe 


from Germany, unleſs he is in poſleſlion 


. of Strasburg? All Injuftice and Violence 


muſt in 1t ſelf be grievous, : but-the ag- 


- eravations of ſupporting em by falſeAr- 


. 


gcuments,and inſultingReafons,has ſome- 
thing in 1t yet more provoking , than the 
Injuries themſelves ; and the World has 
g2round-enough to apprehend, from ſuch 
i Method of arguing, - that even their 
Senſes are to be {ubdu'd as well as their 
Liberties. Then the variety, of Argu- 


'' ments uſed by Fraxce in ſeveral Coun- 


tries 15 very obſervable : In Exg/aud and 
Denmark, nothing infifted on but the 
Greatnels and Authority of the Crown ; 
on rae other 1{tde, the Great Men in Po- 
{ind are commended, who ditter 1n O- 
PINION 
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pion with the King, and they argue 
like Friends to the Priviledge of the 
Dyet, againſt the ſeparate Power of the 
Crown : In Swedez they are troubled 
that the King ſhould have changd 
ſomething there of late, by his ſingle 
Authority, from the antient and ſettled 
Authority and Conſtitutions: at Ra- 
ti5bone, the moſt Chriftian Majeſty ta- 
keth the Liberties. of all the Electors, 
and free States, into his immediate 
proteQion , and tells them the Empe- 
rour 15 a dangerous Man, an aſpiring 
Hero, that would infallibly devour 
tnem, if he was not at hand to refit 
him on their behalf; but above all in 


Holland , he has the moſt obliging 


tenderneſs for the Common-wealth, and 


' 15 in ſuch diſquiets, leſt it ſhould be 


invaded by the Prince of Orange, that 
they can do noleſs in gratitude, than 


_ undo themſelves when he bids them , 


to ſhow how ſenſible they are of his 
exceſlive good Nature ; yet in ſpight 


of all thefs Contradit&tions, there are 
* 3n the World. ſuch refin'd Srates-men, 
as will upon their Credit affirm the 


following Paradoxes to be real truth ; 
firſt that France alone 1s ſincere and 
keeps its Faith, and conſequently 
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that it is the only Friend we can rely 
upon ; that-the King of France, of all 
Men living, has the leaſt mind to be a 
Conqueror ; that he is a lleepy, tame 
\-Creature, void of all Amvition , a 
poor kind of a Man, that has no far- 
ther thoughts than to be quiet; that he 
1s charm'd by his Friendſhip ta us, 
that it is impoſſible he ſhould ever do 
us hurt, and therefore tho Flanders 
was loſt, it would not in the leaſt con- 
cern us; that he would fain help the 
Crown of Exgland tobe abſolute, which 
would be to rake pains to put it into 
a condition to oppoſe him, as it is, and 
muſt be our Intereſt, as long as he con- 
tinues/in ſuch an overballancing Pow- 
er and Greatnels. G4. 
Such a Creed as this, if oncereceiv'd, 
might prepare our belief for greater 
things, and as he that taught Men to 
eat a Dagger, began firſt with, a Pen- 
knife; 4o if we can be prevail d with 
to digeſt the ſmaller Miſtakes, we may 
at laſt make our. ftomachs - ſtrong e- 
. nough for that of Tranſubſtantiatzon. 
Our Trimmer. cannot  eafily be. con- 
verted out of his ſenſes by theſe State . 
Sophiſters, and yet he has no ſuch 


pecvidh Obſtinacy as'to. rejeR ail Cor- 
reſpon- 
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reſpondence with France, becauſe we 
ought to be apprehenſive of the too 
great power of it 3 he would not have 
the Kings Friendſhip to the Confede- 
rates extended to the involving him 1n 
any unreaſonable or dangerous Engage- 
ments, neither would he have him lay 
aide the confideration of his better e- 
ftabliſhment at home, out of his ex- 
ceſlive Zeal to ſecure his Allies abroad ; 
but ſure there might be a Mean be- 
tween theſe two oppoſite Extreams , 
and it may be wiſh'd that our Friend- 
ſhip with Fraxce ſhould at leaſt be fs 
bounded, that it may conſiſt with the 
humour as well as the intereſt cf Ez- 
gland. There is no Wcman but has 
the fears of contracting tco near an 
intimacy with a much greater Beauty, 
becauſe it expoſes her too often to a- 
Compariſon that is nut advantageous 
to her; and ſure it may become a 
Prince to be as jealous of his Dignity, 
as a Lady can beof her good looks, 
and to be as much out of Countenance, 
to be. :;0:2ght an humble Companion 
to ſo m1ich a greater Power ; tv be al- 
Ways ic:n in an ul Light, to be fo 
darkned ©7 the brightneſs of a greater 
Star, is {o:ewhat mortifying ; and 
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when England might ride Admiral at 
the head of the Confederates, to look 
lize the Ritching-Yatch to the Grand 
£07125, 1s but a {curvy Figure for us to 
make in the Map of C:riftendom; it 
would rite up in our 7T7immer's {tomach, 
if ever (which God forbid) the power 
of calling and intermitting Parliaments 
here, ſhould be transferred to the Crown 
of France, and that all the opportuni- 
ties of our own ſertlements at home 
ſhould give way to their Proje&s a- 
broad ; and that our Intereſt ſhould be 
fo far ſacrific'd to our Compliance, that 
all the Omnipotence of F-azce can ne- 
ver make us full amends for it. In the 
mean time, he ſhrinks at the a{mal 
proſpect he can by no means drive a- 
way frem his thoughts, that when 
France has gather d all the fruit ariſing 
from our Miſtakes, ana that we can 
bear no more with them, they will cur 
down the Tree and thruw it into the 
fre; for allthis while, ſome Supertine 
States-Men, to comfort us, wonld fain 
perſwade the World that this or that 
accident may fave us, and for all that 
is or ought to be dear to us, would 
have us to rely wholly upon Chance, 
not conſidering that Fortune is Wil- 
doms 
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doms Creature, and that God Almigh- 
ty loves to be on the Wiſeit as welt 
as the Strongeſt fide; therefore thus 15 
ſuch a miſerable ſhift, ſuch a ſhame- 
ful Evaſion, thar they would be Jaughr 
to death ir it, If. vt rinming Conie- 
quence of this Miftake cid not more 
diſpoſe Men to rage, and a deteſtation 

of it. 
Our Trimmer 1s far from Tdolatry 1:3 
other things, in one thing only he. 
comes near it, his Country 1sin ſome | 
degree his Idol ; he does not Worſhip 
the Sun, becauſe 'tis not peculiar to vs, 
it rambles about the World, and is 
leſs kind to us than others; bur for the 
Earth cf Exg/and, tho perhaps interior 
to that of many places abroad, to him 
there is Divinity m- it, and he would 
rather dye, than lee a piece of Eag/1jh 
Glaſs trampled down by a Foreign 
Treſpaſler : he thinks there are a great 
many of h1s mind, for ali Plants are 
apt to taſte of the Soyl in which they 
grow, and we that grow here, have a 
Root that produces in us a Stalk of 
Englith Juice, which 1s not to be chang- 
ed by grafcing or foreign infution ; and 
Ido not know wether any thing tes 
will prevail, than the Modern Expert- 
| | tE4. ment, 
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ment, by which the Blood of one Crea- 
eure is tranſmitted. into another ; ac- 
cording to which, before the .French 
ean be let into our Bodies, every drop 
of ourown muſt be drawn out cf them, 

Our Trimmer cannot but lament , 
that by a Sacrifice too great for one Na- | 
tion to another, we ſhould be like a 
rich Mine, made ufeleſs only for want 
cf being wrought, and that the Life. 
and Vigour which ſhould move us a- 
gain{t our Enemies is miferably ap- 
ply'd to tear our own Bowels; that be- 
ing made oy our happy ſcituation, not 
only ſafer, but if we pleaſe greater too, 
than other Countries which far exceed 
us in extent ; that having Courage by 
Nature, Learning by Iuduitry , and 
Riches by Trade, we ſhould corrupt all 
theſe Advantages, ſo as to make them 
infienificant, and by a fatality which 
{zems peculiar to- us, miſplace our 
active rage one againſt another, whilſt 
we are turn'd into Statues on that ſide 
where lies our- greateſt danger 3 to be 
unconcern d not only at our Neigh- 
baurs ruine but our own, and let our 
Ithnd lye like a great Hulk in the Sea, 
without Rudder or Sail, all the Men 
calt away in her, or as if we were all 
Ciuldren in a great Cradle, and rockt 
alleep to a foreign Tune. 
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I fay when our Trimmer. repreſent- 
eth to his Mind, our Roſes blaſted and 
diſcolour d, whilſt the Lillies Triumph 
and grow Inſfolent, upon the Compari- 
fon 3 when he conſiders our own once 
flouriſhing Lawrel, now withered and 
dying, and nothing left us but a remem- 
brance of a better part in Hiſtory, than 
we ſhall make in the next Age ; which 
will be no more . to us than an Eſ- 
cutcheon hung upon our Door when 
we are dead; when he foreſees from 
hence, growing Infamy from abroad, 
confuiion at home, and all this withour 
the polſib:lity of a Cure, in reſpe& of 
the voluntary fetters good Men pur up- 
on themſelves by their Allegiance with- 
out a good meaſure of preventingGrace, 
he would be tempted to go out of the 
World like a Roman Phiicſopher, ra- 
ther than endure the. burthen of Life 
under ſuch a diſcouraging Profpe&, 
But Miſtakes, as all other things, have 
their Periods, and many. times. the 
neareit way to Cure, is nat to. oppoſe 
them, but ſtay till. they are cruſht with 


their own weight. : for Nature will not 


allow any thing to continue. long, thar 
1s. violent ; violence 1s a wound, and as 
a. wound, muit be..curable in a little 
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time, or elſe” tis Mortal ; but a Nation 
coines ,near to be Immortal, therefore 
the wound will one time or another 
be cured, tho perhaps by ſuch rough 
Methods , it toolong forborn, as may 
even make the beſt Remedies we can 
prepare, to be at the ſame time a Me- 
Jancholly Contemplation to us ; there 
1s but one thing (God Almighties Pro- 
vidence excepted) to ſupport a Man 
from finking' under theſe afflicting 
thoughts, and thar is the hopes we 
© draw ſingly from the King himſelf, 
without the mixture of any other con- 
{fideration. | 

Tho the Nation was laviſh of their 
Kindneſs to him at his firft coming, yet 
thereremains ſtill a ſtock of Warmth 
in Mens Kearts for him. 


Beſides the good Influences of his 


happy Planet are not yet all ſpent, and 
tho the Stars of Men paſt their youth 
are generally declining, and have leſs 
Force, Iike the Eyes of decaying Beau- 
ties, yet by a Blefling peculiar ro him- 
ſelf, we may yet hope to be ſav'd by 
his Autumnal Fortune : He has ſome- 
thing about him that will draw down 
a healing Miracle for his and our De- 


liverance ; -a Prince which ſeems fitted 
for 
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for ſuch an offending Age, in which 
Mens Crimes have been ſo general, that 
the not forgiving his People has. been 
the deſtroy ing of them, whoſe Gentle- 
neſs gives him a natural Domuuon that 
hath no bounds, with ſuch a noble 
mixture of -Greatneſs and Condeſcenti- 
on, an engaging Look, that ditarms 
Men of their ill Humours, and their 


Reſentments ; ſomething in him that 


wanteth a Name, and can be. no more 
defined than it can be reſiſted ; a Gift 
of Heaven, of its laſt finiſhing, where 
it will be peculiarly kind ; the .only 
Prince in the World that dares befam1- 
liar, or that has right to triumph over 
thoſe forms which were firft invented 
to give awe to thole who could not 
judge, and to hide Defe&s from thoſe 
that could ; a Prince that has exhauſt- 
ed himſelf. by his Liberality, and en- 
danger d hinifelf by his WMercy; who 
cut-ſhines by his own Light and natu- 
rai Virtues all the varniſh of ſtudied- 


Acquititions his Faults are like Shades 


to a good Picture,or like Allay to Gold, 


to make 1t the more. uieful, he may 


have ſome, but for any Man to fee them 


through ic many reconciling Virtues, 1s. 


a -Sactiicgious piece of of til nature, of 
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which no generous Mind can be guilty ; 
a Prince that deſcrves to be lov'd fcr 
his own ſake, even without the help 
of a Comparifon ; our Love, our Du- 
ty, and our Danger, all jcin to cement 
our Obedience to him 3 in ſhort, what- 
ever he can do, it is no more potlible 
for us to be angry with him,than with 
a Bank that ſecures us from the raging 
Sea, the kind Shade that hudes us from 
the ſcorching Sun, the welcom Hand 
that reaches us a Reprieve., or wit] 
the Guatdian-Angel. that reſcues our 
Souls from the devouring Jaws of 
wretched Eternity. 


CONCLUSION. 


"x" O Conclude, our Trimmer 1s (9 
fully ſatisfy'd of the Fruth of theſe 
Principles, by which he 1s dire&- 

2d, in reference to the Publick, that. 

he will neither be He&ored and Threat-. 
ned, Lavght, nor Drunk out of them; 
and mitead of being converted by che 

Arguments of his Adverfaries to their 

Opinions, he is very much contirmed. 

in his own by them; Ie prcſefles ſo- 

temnly that were ic m Þ:s Fower to 
chule, 
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chuſe, he would rather have his Ambi- 
tion bounded by the Cemmands- of a | 
Great and Wiſe Maſter , than let it - | 
range with a Popular Licence , tho! 
crown d with ſucceſs; yer he cannot 
commit {uch a Sin againitt the glorious 
thing call d Liberty, nor let his Soul 
{ftoop ſo much. below it ſelf, as to be 
content without repining to have his 
Reaſon wholly ſubdu'd, or the Privi- 
ledge of Adding like a ſenſible Crea- 
ture, torn from him by the imperious 
Ditates of unlimited Authority, in 
what hand ſoever it happens to be 
plac'd. What 1s thete 1n this that 1s fo 
Criminal, as.to deſerve the Penalty of 
that molt ſingular Apothegme, ATrim- 
mer 2 worſe than a Rebel? What do an- 
gry Men ail to rail ſo againit Modera- 
tion, do's. it not look as. if they were 
going to ſome very {curvy Extreme, 
that 1s too ſtrong to be digeſted. by the 
more conſidering part of Mankind 2 
Theſe Arbitrary Methods, beſides the 
mjuitice of them, are(God be thanked ) 
very unskilful too, for they fright the 
Birds, by talking ſo loud, from coming 
into the Nets that are laid. for them ; 
and when Men agree to rifle a Houle, 
they ſeldom. give. warning, or blow a 
Trum- 
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Trumpet z but there are ſome ſmall 
States-Men,who are ſo full charg'd with 
their own Expectations, that they can- 
not contain. 


And kind Heaven by ſending ſuch a 


ſeaſonable Curle upon their underta- 
kings, has made their ignorance an An- 
ticiote againit their Malice; ſome of 
theſe cannot treat peaceably, yielding 
will nor fatisfy them, they will have 
Men by ſtorm ; there are others, that 
muſt have Plots, to make their Service 
more necellary, and have an Intereſt to 
keep them alive, tince they are to live 
upon them; and per{wade the King to 
retrench his own Greatneſs, ſo as to 
ſhrink into the head of a Party, which 
3s the betraying him into ſuch an Un- 
princely miſtake, and to fuch a wilful 
diminution of himſeif,, that they are the 
laſt Enemies he ought to allow him- 
{elf to forgive ;fuch Men, if they could, 
would prevail with theSun to 1hine on- 
ly upon them and their Friends, and 
to leave all the reit of the World in the 
aark; this is a very unuſual Monopoly, 
and may come within the Equity cf the 
Law, which makes it Treaſon ro Im- 
priſon the King, when ſuch unfirtuis 
bounds are put io his Favcur, and he 
CC11- 
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confin'd to the narrow limits of a par- 
ticular ſet of Men, that would incloſe 
him ; theſe Honeſt and only Loyal 
Gentlemen, if they may be allow d to 
bear Witneſs for themſelves, make a 
King theirEngine,and degrade him into 
a property at the very tune that their 
Flattery would make him believe they 
paid Divine Worſhip to him; beſides 
theſe there is aflying Squadron on both 
fides, that are afraid the World ſhould 
agree, ſmall dabblersin Conjuring, that 
raiſe angry Apparitions to keep Men 
from being reconcil d, like Waſps that 
fly upand down, buz and ſting to keep 
Men unquiet; bur theſe Inſects are 
commonly ſhort-liv d Creatures, and 
no doubt in alittle timeMankind will be 
rid of them; they were Gyants at leaſt 
who fought once againit Heaven, but 
for ſuch Pigmies as theſe to contend a- 
2an{t it, 1s fuch a provoking Folly, 
that the infolent Bunglers ought to be 
laught and hiſt our of the World for 
it; . they ſhould conſider there is a Soul 
11 that great body of the People, which 
may for a time be drowzy and un- 
active, but when the Leviathan is 
rouzd, it moves like an angry Crea- 
cure, anc willnetther be convainc'd nor 
reſit- 
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reifted * the People can never agree to 
ſhew their united Powers, till they are 
extremely tempted and provoked to it, 
{o that to apply Cupping-Glaſles to a 
great Beaſt naturally diſposd to ſleep, 
and to force the Tame thing whether 
it will or no to be Valiant, mult be 
learnt out of fome other Book than 
Atachiavil, who would never have pre- 
{cribd ſuch a propoſterous Method. 
It is to be remembred, that if Princes 
have Law and Authority on their fides, 
the People on theirs may have Nature, 
winch 1s a formidable Adverſary z Du- 
ty, Juſtice, Religion, nay, even Hu- 
mane Prudence too, bids the People 
{utter any thing rather than reſiſt ; bur 
unccrredted Nature, where ere it feels 
the ſmart will run to the:neareft Reme- 
dy, Mzns. Pa{lions in this Caſe are.to be 
coniider d as well as. their Duty, let ir 
be never ſo ftrongly enforc'd, for if 


t1eir Paſſions are provok d, they being 


as much a part of us as our Limbs, they 
lead Men into a ſhort way of Arguing, 
that admits no diftin&tion, and from 
the foundation of Self-Detence, they 
will draw Inferences, that will have 
miſcravle effects upon the quizt or a 
Government, 

Our 
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Our Trimmer therefore dreads a 
general diſcontent, becauſe he thinks it 
differs from a Rebellion, only as a Spot- 
red Fever does from the Plague, the 
{ame Species under a lower degree of 
Malignity; tit works ſeveral ways , 
ſomerimes like a flow Poyſon that has 
its Effects at a great diſtance from the 
time 1t was given, ſometimes like dry 
Flax prepared to catch at the firſt Fire, 
or likeSeed in theGround ready to ſprout 
upon the firſt Shower; in every ſhape 
"tis fatal, and our 7rimmer thinks no 
pains or precaution can be fo great as to 
prevent it. 

In ſhort he thinks himſelfin the right, 
grounding his Opinion upon that 
Truth, which equally hates to be under 
the Oppreftions of wrangling Sophiſtry 
of the one hand, or the ſhort diRates 
of miſtaken Authority on the other. 

Our Trimmer adore2s the Goddeſs 
Truth, tho' in all Ages ſhe has been 
{curvily uſed, as well as thoſe that 
Worſhipped her; 'tis of late become 
ſuch a ruining Virtue, that Mankind 
{eews to be agreed to commend and a- 
void it; yet the want of Practice which 
Repeals the orher Laws, has no influ- 
ence upon the Law of Truth, becauſe 

it 
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1t has root in Heaven, and an Intrin- 
fick value in it (elf, that can never be 
1mpaired ; ſhe ſhews her Greatneſs in 
this, that her Enemies even when they 
are ſucceſsful are aſham'd to own it ; 
nothing but Power full of Truth has 
the prerogative of Triumphing, not 
only afrer Victories, but in ſpite of 
them, and to put Conquelt her {elf out. 
of Countenance ; ſhe may be kept un- 
der and {uppreit, but her Dignity {till 
remains with her, even when ſhe 1s 1n 
Chains ; Falſhood with all her Impu- 


dence, has not enough to ſpeak ill. of. 


her. before her Face, ſuch Majeſty the 
carries about her, that her moſt proſ- 
perons Enemies are fain to whiſper their 
Treaſon ; all the Power upon Earth can. 
never. extinguiſh her, ſhe has lived im 
all Ages; and ler the Miſtaken Zeal of 
prevailing Authority, Chriſten any op- 
poſition to it, with what Name they 
pleaſe, ſhe makes it. not only an vegly 
and unmannerly, but a dangerous tning 
to perfiſt; ſhe has lived very re:ired 
indeed, nay ſometime ſo buried, tnat 
only ſome few of the diſcerning part of 
Mankind could have a Glimpſe of her ; 
with all that ſhe has Eternity in her, 


ſhe knows not how to dye, and mom. 
eng 
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the darkeſt Clouds that ſhade and cover 
her, ſhe breaks from time ro time 
with Trumph for her Friends, and 


 Ferrour to her Enemies. | 


Our Trimmer therefore inſpired by 
this Divine Virtue, thinks fit to con- 
clude with theſe Aflertions, That our 
Climate 1s a Trimmer, between that 
part of the Worid where men are 
Roaſted, and the other where they 
are Frozen; That our Church 1s a 
Trimmer, between the Phrenzy cf Pla» 
tonick Vifons, and the Lethargick Ig- 
norarce of Pepiſh Dreams; Tnat our 
Laws are Trimmers, between the Ex- 
ceſs of unbounded Power , and the 
Extravagance of Liberty not enough 
reſtrained ; That true Virtue has ever 
been thought a T+iz:mer, and to have 
its dwelling in the middle berween the. 
two Extreams; That even God Aj- 
mighty himſelf is divided between his 
two great Attributes, his Mercy and his 
Juſtice. 

In fuch Company, our Trimmer 1s 
not aſham'd of his Name, and willingly 
leaves to the bold Champions of either 
Extream, the Honour of contending 
with no leſs Adverſaries, than Nature, 
Religion, Liberty, Prudence, Humani- 


